
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER29th November  2024

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been another busy week at school, packed full of exciting learning opportunities for the children.  

 
Christmas schedule 

Christmas is fast approaching and as such we wanted to give you notice on the scheduled events at school. 

Please see the image below in a larger format on the pages to come in this newsletter. This will also be 

available on our Facebook page. For Christmas cards this year, children can bring them into their classes from 

the 5th Dec to the 13th Dec. When writing Christmas cards please put the first name, surname initial and class 

the child is in on the envelope to ensure smooth delivery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tonight, we will be hosting the PFA Christmas Fete, this will be an exciting Christmas event with stalls, games 

and even Santas grotto. For more information on this please see correspondence and Facebook posts from 

the PFA.  

 
Parent/teacher Consultations 

Last week we welcomed the parent community into school to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s 

learning at East Tilbury. It was a very productive set of evenings as parents and teachers worked together to 

support the children’s progress. Thank you also to those who purchased books from the book fair stalls. The 

school will shortly be receiving credits towards purchasing more books for the children because of your 

collective generosity.  

 
We wish you a relaxing weekend ahead   

School Leadership Team 

 





Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be  reported to us 
by no later than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and 
leave a message on the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, 
class, the reason for absence and when we can  expect them to 
return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or 
more school days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given 
medical  advice that we need to follow as a school, 

please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on 
their first day back at school following the injury so 
that we can complete a risk assessment.  Thank you 

for your cooperation.



Please be reminded that pupils 
should not be wearing 

jewellery to school. Children 
with pierced ears may wear 

stud earrings but hoops are not 
permitted.

Thank you for your support

…

We are continually updating our OPAL resources and would gladly 
accept donations of:
• Tennis balls
• Footballs
• Bats
• Dressing up clothes
• Colouring books
• Crayons
• Big cars
• Lego 

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 
weather is getting colder and children are beginning 

to wear jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant 
number of reading books. If 
you have any left at home 
(whatever condition) from 
last academic year, please 

return them.
Thank you



The Story of Ferdinand
Author: Munro Leaf
Illustrator: Robert Lawson

Once upon a time in Spain, there lived a 
little bull named Ferdinand. He didn’t 
like to run around and butt heads with 
the other little bulls – instead he liked to 
sit in the shade of his favourite tree and 
smell the flowers. Later, when he grows 
up big and strong, Ferdinand still doesn’t 
care about fighting and butting heads 
with the other bulls; but his great size 
and strength catch the eye of the men 
who want to send him to Madrid to fight 
the Matador.

Each week we will be recommending great books 
that you can share with your children. 

A Bear Called Paddington
Author: Michael Bond
Illustrator: Peggy Fortnum

Paddington, the brown bear from 
darkest Peru, is found by the Brown 
family on Paddington Station with his 
hat, duffel coat and marmalade 
sandwiches.
Paddington is a decidedly loveable 
eccentric and his various sticky scrapes 
will strike chords of recognition with any 
child. Whilst his intentions are always 
honourable, his over-literal 
interpretation of situations means that 
'things' inevitably happen, whether at 
birthday parties or on visits to the theatre 
or seaside.



Makaton Signs of the week:

Why not speak with your child and see what signs they 

can remember from what they’ve already been taught?







Wednesday 4th December 2024 Pantomime (09:30am – all years)

Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th 
December 2024

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas 
Performances 9:30am and 1:30pm

Wednesday 11th December 2024 PFA Christmas Craft with KS2 in school

Wednesday 11th December 2024 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas 
Performances 9:30am and 1:30pm

Thursday 12th December 2024 PFA Christmas Craft with KS1 in school

Thursday 12th December 2024 National Christmas Jumper Day

Monday 16th December 2024 Christmas Assembly hosted by Rev. 
Michelle in school

Wednesday 18th December 2024 Christmas Dinner Day

Friday 20th December 2024 Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 20th December 2024 Last day of Autumn Term 

Monday 6th January 2025 Inset Day

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First day of Spring Term 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



In today’s lesson we explored 
different media.  We looked at the 
work of different artists including 
Wassily Kandinsky, Renata Bernal and 
Ily Bolotowsky and identified how 
they use geometric shapes in their 
artworks. We then created our own 
artworks using overlapping shapes 
and various media to fill each section, 
before evaluating pros and cons of 
each media with a partner.

 

This week in Reception we have been very busy! In English we have been trying to use our known 

sounds to write words and phrases in the style of a travel brochure. On Monday we took an 

adventure on an aeroplane to go on holiday where we then talked about what we were going to eat, 

see and do! We are getting really confident at using our sounds in our writing and using our sound 

mats to support us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths we have continued to look at numbers to 6 and exploring 1 more and 1 less within 6. We 

have been using songs and rhymes to support us with our counting.  

 

 



 

In English this week, continuing with our learning about George and 
the dragon, we have been creating our own innovative ways to 
capture a dragon. We had to think carefully about embedding 
captivating verbs and appropriate adjectives into our writing. 

In maths this week, we have started a new unit on data collection. 
Most children are now able to collect data and represent this in a 
range of ways such as tally and bar charts, labelling the axes 
accordingly. 

For our PSHE lesson this week, we thought carefully about peer 
pressure and how this can have both positive and negative effects. In 
a positive sense, peer pressure can encourage us to try new things 
with the support of our peers. When discussing negative peer 
pressure, children were keen to note that when something doesn’t feel 
right, they should always talk to an adult. 

Please encourage your children to use google classroom to practise 
the songs for the KS1 nativity. They have worked so hard during this 
week’s rehearsals and cannot wait to show all parents and carers. 

What an amazing week we've had in Year 3! This week, we had a whole school assembly 
lead by Mr Gowland which focused on our schools’ co-operative values!
In English we have continued with our sentence stacking lessons as we embark on creating 
our very own holiday brochure for Skara Brae. Our enthusiastic learners have been using 
alliteration, similes and persuasive language, discovering how to entice and engage 
potential visitors to this incredible destination. Next week we will be moving on to our 
independent write.
Our budding scientists this week have been learning about magnets and how they attract 
and repel. They have also looked at the magnet inside a compass and used a compass to 
navigate our way around the classroom.
Year 3 is buzzing with excitement as they embark on a new project, and they need your 
help! We are on the lookout for jars and food magazines to inspire our little chefs in the 
classroom!
If you have any spare jars (think jam, pasta sauce, or even spice jars) and food magazines 
you no longer need, we would be incredibly grateful for your donations.
Please drop off your donations at the school office or directly to the year 3 teachers. 
Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm for our children’s learning 
journey!



 

In English this week, we have been 
mixing fiction and nonfiction by 
creating a newspaper report about 
the Evil Queen Sychorax’s plan to 
eradicate Encanzo’s kingdom of all 
magic creatures, mages and 
fantastical beasts. We designed the 
front cover, gave our newspaper a 
name such as the Goblin Gazette 
and Elf Echo and conducted 
interviews with each other. These 
characters and settings come from 
Wizards of Once by Cressida 
Cowell. 



 

Cyber Safety and Refraction.

This week, we have been learning lots of important 
aspects of life – from the importance of staying safe in 
the digital world (delivered by an officer from Essex 
Police) to the magic of light travelling through different 
mediums: refraction. Each class had an hour’s discussion 
about online safety, and how posting and messaging 
online requires us to THINK before we post, or otherwise 
the consequences we might face:

T – Is it true?
H – Is it helpful?
I – is it inspiring?
N – is it necessary?
K – is it kind?

Elsewhere, in science, we investigated how water in a 
glass can make things flip around or disappear as we 
observed the Amazing Arrow and Incredible Ink 
experiments. We established how water refracts light so it 
can either flip before it reaches our vision or never make 
it back to our eyes to begin with. In mathematics we have 
been working on fraction calculations, and in English we 
are writing a letter to Scrooge to tell him to welcome in 
some Christmas cheer! 

We look forward to next week, where Pantomimes and 
Geographical Field Work awaits.



Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone 
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of 
them for their achievements and thought they deserved 
an extra-special mention!

RBG Sumayyah For being a good role model – especially during Christmas singing rehearsals.

RES Aderinsola For working really hard on her writing. 

RFK Amayah For great participation and engagement in phonics. 

1BA Kirrelle For being a great role model to her peers and working hard across all subjects.

1EC Scott For his effort in his learning. 

1LD Poppy R For working hard in phonics and great storytelling.

2RM Jaxson For working really hard in English this week. 

2CH Evie For working hard to extend her sentences this week. 

2MF Josiah For making right choices and showing hard work towards learning.

2BG Michael For showing amazing understanding in his maths his week.

3ML Ollie W For his effort and focus in all lessons.

3RS Zeniyah-Zoe For working hard across all subjects and being a great model to others.

3SG Lunah R For showing self-responsibility towards her learning, especially in reading skills.

3VP Fareeda For showing self- responsibility in all subjects and for always being a good role model to her peers. 

4CP Ayah A For settling in really well so far this Half Term.

4KC Nojus N For always staying focused and contributing ideas in every lesson.

4MR Luke T For showing self-responsibility towards his learning, especially in computing.

5NM Tola For being a good role model, demonstrating self-responsibility in all areas of learning. 

5SA Inaaya M For improving her pace in maths and contribution in lessons.

5TH Ava For her outstanding use of vocabulary in lessons.

6AB Danisha M For improvement in her writing and increased confidence in lessons.

6LC Italia S For demonstrating self-responsibility towards her learning in all subjects.

6NB Kian For taking onboard feedback to improve upon his best.



All pupils at East Tilbury 
Primary have logins for Times 
Tables Rockstars and are able to 
log on at home to practice their 
times tables.









At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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