28th February 2025 WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the second part of the Spring Term. Children have settled back into class rc
well, following the halterm break, and we are all looking forward to the term ahead.

Curriculum for the 2 part of theSoring Term

At the beginning of the Spring Term, you would have received an information guide for the
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you can find it on our websiten(tps:/east-tilbury.osborne.coodp dzy RSNJ (1 KS Wt
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a useful overview of the curriculum provision for your child and may also enable you to suppo
with their learning.

Parent/Teacher Consultation meetingsave the date

Our teacher parent/carer consultation meetings will take place in March, so please put the folls
dates in your diaries:

Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 will take place on Monday and Tuesti# 18" March.
YR, Y1 and Y2 will take place on Wednesday and Thursti& 218 March

More details around timings and the bookin
procedure will come out to you very soon so thi

you will have plenty of time to make ar (
appointment. The meetings will be fate-face and ‘ o
take place in our school hall. o

Meeting slots will be after school from 3.30pm ar :
we look forward to meeting with you so that we ca \\'\
RAaOdzaa @2dzNJ OKA f ROl —
development at school. -

We wish you a relaxing weekend ahead.

The Leadership Team



If your child has an injury and has been given

medical advice that we need to follow as a schooal,
please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on
their first day back at school following the injury so
that we can complete a risk assessment.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Absence

If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by

no later than 9.00am . Please telephone the school, press one and
$.94. 9 R.2290. '! 3#. 4'f-.R9FP$ *'6
class, the reason for absence and when we can expect them to

return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or
more school days without reason.




Please label all children's school uniform. This helps
us return lost property to the correct child and
prevents parents from having to replace missing

uniform as often. This is particularly important as the
weather is colder and children are wearing
jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant Slesee be merrrde] e

number of reading books. If pupils should not be wearing
you have any left at home jewellery to school. Children
(whatever condition) from with pierced ears may wear
last academic year, please small stud earrings but hoops
return them. are not permitted.

Thank you Thank you for your support

We are continually updating
our OPAL resources and would
gladly accept donations of:
Tennis balls

Footballs

Bats

Dressing up clothes
Colouring books
Crayons

Big cars

Lego

Please ensure your
child has a PE kit in
school each day. If you
are struggling with this,

please contact Mrs

A
A
A
A
Jarvis or Mrs Allen. A
A
A
A

Thank You




Pecommended, Peady

Each week we will be recommending great books
that you can share with your children.

Kind Little Hands

Author: Kathy Urban

A little boy is going about his day in the city

when a bee drops from the sky into his

outstretched hands.  Spellbound by the perfect

little creature, the boy also

sees immediately that the bee is exhausted.

Taking the bee to his grandfather for help,

Grandpa suggests that they put the bee in his

window box. When that ) ' . 2 wartk3Grandpa
¥ suggests they give the bee some sugar water.

% Slowly, the bee recovers and flies off. However,
saving the bee has given the little boy a
wonderful idea: if he and his Grandpa plant
flower seeds across the city, then that will
provide more places for the bees to find food
and safety.

All Brains Are Wonderful
Author: Scott Evans

Did you know that the sperm whale has the

biggest brain, while the larval sea squirt has the
smallest? And that some animals, like jellyfish

and starfish, ) ' | Ba8e a brain at all!

Meanwhile, human brains work in very
different ways and they can keep changing
throughout life.

This celebration of brains is a comprehensive

guide to how they work Y from how they form,
to how much work they do, to how to train your
brain Y and how they can differ. There are three

" sections: Science, Society, and Taking Action




4
57{”% Oy
a l eady been taught?

Dyscalculia Awareness Day i 3'4 March 2025

What is Dyscalculia?

Dyscalculia is a condition with affects how individuals understand and process numbers. It is
estimated that about 6% of the population have this sort of difficulty in one form or another and
because it is related to brain function, it tends to be hereditary and run in families. Difficulties can
be varied and extensive and can have a big impact on learning and life. We need number skills to
do almost everything.

How parents/carers can help:

T Ensure regular practice happens 6little and
10 minutes of practice every day, is much better than a gruelling 45-minute maths session
on a Sunday evening

1 Practice only on topics which have been taught already
Homework works best when it follows up on already attempted work. This will be more
effective if revised from work done in class on the same day.

1 Make maths part of everyday life
Think of ways to incorporate maths learning into everyday activities. For example, shopping
activities, begin an understanding of how long activities take or measure steps across a
football pitch.

Make sure maths is interesting and relevant for your child
Board and computer games and even sports contain elements of maths. Make maths fun!

1 Don6ét pass on your Maths Anxi ety
Even i f you found maths hard, try not to tel
as this could make them think that it is ok and could increase their Maths anxiety.

1 Allow your child to talk openly about their Maths Anxiety
Getting your child to share and verbalise their feelings about maths is very important, as
something can be done to help their struggles if you know about it.

i Teach your child to ask about things they do
As important in the classroom as it is at home. If your child is not encouraged to ask
guestions, they may bottle up their anxiety and fear.

These tips are from the Dyscalculia Network. Please see links below on dyscalculia if you would
like further information:

Dyscalculia for Parents - Dyscalculia Network

The Dyscalculia Association - Understanding Maths Difficulties. Training and Diagnosis.



https://dyscalculianetwork.com/dyscalculia-for-parents/
http://www.dyscalculiaassociation.uk/dyscalculia.asp

Local Information, Advice, and Support Organisations

1

Thurrock and Brentwood Mind

and support for unpaid
carers of residents of
Thurrock

01375 659 172
carers@tbmind.org.uk

and Recovery College, wellbeing activities
and more

www.thurrockandbrentwoodmind.org.uk
01375391411

Citizens Advice South Essex

Provide free, confidential, and impartial advice
on issues including money, housing, and

employment
www.citi vice.org.u I/sou

Telephone: 0808 278 7877

reception@tbmind.org.uk

Facebook: Thurrock Carers

Thurrock Carers Service
Provides information, advice, Offer counselling and groupwork, IAPT

Thurrock Food Bank

In order to get help from a food bank you will
need to be referred with a voucher, which can be
issued by a number of local community
organisations for instance, schools, GPs, and
advice agencies

www.thurrock.f nk.

info@thurrock.fi

Community Pantries

There are Community Fridges and Pantries across Thurrock run by various
voluntary organisations. Community pantries are designed to eliminate
food waste and are not meant as a substitute for the food bank.

There are community fridges/pantries in the following locations:
Purfleet-on- Thames Community Hub; Aveley Community Hub;
Tilbury Hub; The Beehive, Grays;

Friends of Hardie Park, Stanford-Le-Hope; East Tilbury Library
For further details and opening times:

herthurrock.org.uk/new-food-network-

Thurrock Healthwatch

are the independent champion for people who
use health and social care services in Thurrock.
Their purpose is to understand the needs,
experiences and concerns of people who use
health and social care services and to speak out
on their behalf.
www.healthwatchthurrock.org
01375 389 883

admin@healthwatchthurrock.org

Open Door
Housing Advice and Support Service
(HASS)
give general and specialist housing advice, homelessness information and
signposting to supported housing projects in the Thurrock area.
We also provide help with form filling for those who have difficulty with
completing benefit applications and housing registration forms etc

www.opendoorthurrock.co.uk
01375390 849

Thurrock LGBTQ+ Network
We are Thurrock’s LGBTQ+ community network,
open to all who identify as LGBTQ+. Friends and
allies are welcome too.

thurrockigbtgnetwork@gmail.com
Facebook: Thurrock LGBT+ Network

Thurrock Transport
Bus Pass
.gov.uk/bus-passes/applying-f
Thurrock Blue Badge Scheme
www.thurrock.gov.uk/.../blue-badge-disabled-parking-scheme

www.thurr

-scheme

Local Area Coordination (LAC)

Local Area Coordinators support people who may
feel vulnerable due to age, frailty, disability, or
mental health needs. They will take time to get

to know you, those closest to you, and your
community.

localareacoordination@thurrock.gov.uk

We Are Family
An adoption support family. Rather
than offering advice we offer
a wide range of good quality community.
pre-loved furniture and
household items for sale at
affordable prices.

Contact Nicole at
hurrock@wearefamilya ion.

www.trup.org.uk

01375 846 702

TRUP
The Re-Use Partnership is a
Thurrock based charity with
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w/b 3rd March 2025

New clubs start this week

Thursday 6th March 2025

World Book Day

w/b 10th March 2025

Science Week

w/b 17th March 2025

No teacher run clubs this week

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th March
2025

KS2 Parent Consultations

Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th
March 2025

EYFES and KS1 Parent Consultations

Tuesday 1st April 2025

Spring Production for Year 3,4 and 5

Cast A, approx. 9.15 Y 10.15
Cast B approx. 1.45 Y 2.45

Wednesday 2nd April 2025

Spring Production for Year 3,4 and 5

Cast B, approx. 9.15 Y 10.15
Cast A approx. 1.45 Y 2.45

Thursday 3rd April 2024

Last day of Term (Non

- Uniform day)

Friday 4th April 2025

Non -Pupil Day

7th April 2025 Y 18th April 2025

Easter Holidays

Monday 21st April 2025

Bank Holiday Y no school for pupils

Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week)

Monday 5th May 2025

Bank Holiday Y no school for pupils

Monday 12th May 2025
May 2025

- Thursday 15th

Year 6 SATS week

Friday 23rd May 2025

Last day of Term (Non

- Uniform Day)

Monday 26th May 2025
May 2025

- Friday 30th

Half Term

Monday 2nd June 2025

Pupils back to school (Clubs are ON this

week)

Friday 18th July 2025

Last day of the academic year for pupils

(Non -Uniform day)

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd July
2025

INSET Days (no school for pupils)




WE CAN HELP WITH

e Food

e School Uniform

* Hygiene Products
e Wellbeing

East Tilbury Primary
School

East Tilbury Primary Schools Online Pastoral
Support.

We are very excited to launch our new Pastoral
service to our school community. From today you can
access support by completing a simple and quick
online form.

We have been working hard over the last few months
to set up extra support for our families which is very
much needed at this challenging time. If you require
support, then please do not hesitate to reach out.

We are hoping this service will be a fantastic addition
to the support we can provide for our school
community. Please reach out if you need anything,
we are always here to offer you support.

To make the process simple we have created a QR
Code (at the top of the poster) which you can just
scan, and this will take you directly to the form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:

www.easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk




Celebrating with

{\WORLD BOOK DAY 2025 | B9%K

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

All pupils are invited to dress

WHENISIT? : up as a book character of their

choice.

Thursday 6th March As a home learning project, we

2025 3 are inviting each child to turn
an ordinary potato into their
favourite book character!

Scan the QR code for
great low-cost ideas for
dressing up




U GEORGE WEBSTEp
d et

o NINJRG

URASENS BISING

THE DRAGON YOS
CATCHER B

LAST YEAR YOUR SUPPORT HELPED DONATE
£5.3M IN FREE BOOKS TO SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE
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‘A 2025

Illustrations from Beastie Bros © David O'Connell, 2025.
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llustration from When Fish Finger Froze by Michelle Robinson

and Tom Knight © Tom Knight, 2025.

Illustration from My Big Fat Smelly Poo Diary © Jim Smith, 2024.

Available from 24* February
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Dig block shoped like ;i ;
o gold bar with 2 =
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‘ p \“‘ Y-,' Moon Magi
3 #r.

Y $ £9.98 £6.99

N

N EVALLE £14.99 £10.99 £8.99 N

Pieces of pyrite,
chisel and brush

EVERY BOOK YOU BUY EARNS FREE BOOKS FOR OUR SCHOOL
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THE HIDDEN KINGDOM

Foom the A a

best -salling susthon N

KATIE ' KIRB

£7.99 £4.99 £8.99 By

Art from Unico: Awakening © Gurihiru and Tezuka Productions Co., Ltd.

Payment at our Book Fair HELP EARN EREE BOOKS

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to

«  You may pay by card at the Fair via card reader machines if schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
your school has one or by using the online payment link at as many children as possible have access to books that
www.travellingbooks.co.uk/pay and simply selecting your support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
school from the drop down menu. Book Fair, you help to make a difference by supporting

Pre-paid gift vouchers are available in £5, £10, £15, £20 and Iteracy In yourchild's setting. Last ysar, with your help, we
£25. Go to www.travellingbooks.co.uk/gift-vouchers to buy
vouchers for your child before the Fair.

If you can’t attend the Fair in person, your child can order @ @ : m

books via a Wish List - pl k hool for details.
OOKs viaa Is Is please ask your school Tor detaiis oo G oo
0o oo

gave over £5.3M worth of free books to schools nationwide,
which stocked school libraries and classrooms.

*Free books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for details.
All books subject to availability. Book range may vary. A Warning: Not suitable for children under 3. Small parts.



In Reception this half term our curriculum focus is on
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Sue Hendra. We have been writing in a narrative style
using our known sounds and attempting to write some
trickier words we have learnt from Grandma Fantastic.
We have been experimenting creating bubbles just like

Puffy and thinking about how the different characters Fs
were feeling at different parts in the story. o
I K#' !'f-2 5. #94. $.9%! 3chd ©9.!5 K#92. C 2'"1)2
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means two letters make up one sound. We have been YT .

trying our best to read, write and recognise the sounds!
In Maths we have been focussing on Numbers to 15. We
have been ordering the numerals as well as using
different resources to create and represent each number.
We have been working out more and less of numbers
within 15.

In our Curriculum lessons, we have been looking at
waterproof materials and have enjoyed investigating

how materials react when we put them in water.

Year, e

This week in Science we learned about our five
senses. We performed different tests and
activities to learn more about each one. We
answered questions about a picture to test our
sight. We smelt different herbs and foods and
described what we could smell. We listened to
some sounds and described what we could

hear. Our favourite part of the day was when we
sampled some different foods and described the
taste!

In DT we have been exploring different ways to
join fabrics together including pinning, stapling
and glueing. We are looking forward to sewing!




Clnss Wews

This week in year 2 we have been learning about money in maths. As

part of this unit, we have been using coins and notes to create given

O9R' "1 32F 92 5.%$% 92 .6($" % !0 3#. -1 -.(
continue, where possible, to practise coin recognition at home, and

provide children with opportunities to explore combinations of different

coins to make amounts.

In English we have been writing independently, applying all our facts

learnt about Neil Armstrong from the previous unit. In Science our

learning about materials has continued. This week, we focused on the

work of John McAdam. John McAdam invented a new process called

Inacadamisation ZF S5#FP -# - %. 93.) 2R'"'3# #9%) %
were often muddy and dangerous. Others were cobbled and very bumpy

to travel over which is why his work was so important.
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We are thrilled to share that we have had an

amazing first week back at school, and everyone

has settled in beautifully!

This week, our creative minds came together to

finalise our poems titled "I Asked the Little Boy Who
Cannot See."We explored the enchanting world of
rhyming schemes and delved into the use of

similes and metaphors to bring our words to life.

This week in Maths, our young learners have been
diving deep into the world of division! We've .
been exploring how partitioning numbers can —
make dividing 2  -digit numbers a piece of cake. ‘
This week in our science lessons, we've delved

). . ( 13" 3#. [92-71937!0
explored the definitions of light and dark, and —
5.2%. 9*2' $"3.%$7 *"I®8Fhadows 3 Mmmmm
are made!




Clnss Wews

We have had a great first week back to Year 4 and have settled in really well !

In Maths, we started learning about time, focusing on converting minutes, hours,

days, weeks, months, and years. We also practiced reading the hours on a 24 -hour
clock - a great challenge for us all!

In Swimming, we continued to impress our instructors and year 4 teachers with our

progress during our first week back in the pool.

In English, we carried on with our sentence stacks for the story The Iron Man. We

have come up with  some amazing sentences and are really looking forward to our
independent write.

Our rehearsals for the Spring Production, Shakespeare Rocks, are in full swing, and
5.z24. *. .1 (%9-3Ff-F!0 #9%) 3' 0.3 %.9)7 [|'" % 3#.
amazing job!

In Science, we kicked off our topic on electricity, learning all about electrical and

non -electrical appliances. We also had fun creating our own static electricity by

rubbing balloons on our jumpers and heads to make paper stick to them. It was a

shocking experience!

~
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Multiplication tables gheck - Trle DfE dates

ZM-#'""'$2 R" 23 9 )mRlfiplicéti@n3ablés cliedk . within the 2 -week period
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Therefore, the year 4 children will be sitting the times table assessment between
Monday 2th June and Friday 13th June.

Yoo Five

This week in Year Five, we concluded our work on
Ancient Maya, where we explored their written language
and their complex mathematical system. In science, we
looked into  the planets and how they differ from each
"3#. %y P. 9%$2' *.09! '"% Z*"))7
where we read with the younger children. We are all
very proud of the incredible maturity shown by
everyone, and it was lovely to see how well this worked.
As part of our Aspirations Month, we had another Mr
Haywood in to deliver a workshop on graphic design,
with a focus on designing a logo.


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check

Clnss Wews

This week in science, we have been exploring the
Importance and impact of a healthy lifestyle on our bodies
Y this included positive eating habits and healthy hobbies.
We also investigated the habits that have a negative impact
on our bodies, yet are prominent within society.
Elsewhere, in history we explored the origins of

democracy, a concept historians credit the Athenians of
Ancient Greece with founding. In mathematics, we have
been finding, plotting and translating co -ordinates and
shapes across the four quadrants. Whilst in English, we
have been writing a horror narrative, based around the

*r 1 ZN#' %! #T $$Zy

Yeary St




C" uStars ¢ Weekz 9%. 3#. -#7$) %. ! 3
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of

them for their achievements and thought they deserved

an extra -special mention!

={CHm Lucy For hearing initial sounds in cvc words.
Avery For workingreally hardon his writing.

REK  WEEY For being a caring and considerate friend to all.

1BA Rosie For being kind and caring to her peers.
Carter For making a great improvement.

1LD Hunter For listening well and always trying his best.
Harrison For his effort with his independent writing in English this week.

2CH Harry For his excellent effort with his independent writing in English this week.
Jesse For concentrating all week and producing great work in all subjects.
Adrian For his excellent effort across all subjects specially maths.

<1\|[E Grace For settling in and being a lovely addition to 3ML.

<iz8Si 8 Freddie For a brilliant first week at ETPS.

3SG EdieMay G For her confidence when sharing her ideas and opinions with the class.
3VP Roman S For his effort and resilience in English, during our independent write.
4CP Reggie H For having a positive attitude towards his work.
4KC Isabelle B For showing a positive attitude and being kind and respectful.

Victoria L For always working hard and being a positive role model to her peers.

Mickey For his excellent effort in Maths, demonstrating resilience.
5SA Katelyn P For settling well within our school and for always trying her hardest in lessons.
5TH Kaiden For showing improved commitment to his writing.
McMahon
6AB Ruby S For her positive contributions in lessons this week.

6LC Perri J For her positive attitude to learning and working well with others.
6NB Riley S For his improved presentation and positive attitude to learning.



All pupils at East Tilbury

Primary have logins for Times
Tables Rockstars and are able to
log on at home to practice their
times tables.

24th February - 28 February 2025
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24th February - 28 February 2025
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24th February - 28 February 2025

2ses [ 55 BB s ED . D
24th February - 28 February 2025
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24th February - 28 February 2025
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24th February - 28 February 2025
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

With more than two billion active users, WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service.
Its end-to-end encryption only allows messages to be viewed by the sender and any recipients:
not even WhatsApp itself can read them. The UK's Online Safey Bill proposes to end such

encrypt|on on pnvate messaging, but for the time being, this controversial feature remains.

THE RISKS?

A

>

EVOLVING SCAMS
WhatsApp's popularity makes it a lucrative
hunting ground for scammers. Recent examples
include posing as the target’s child, requesting
amoney transfer because of a spurious
‘emergency’ - plus a scam where fraudsters
trigger a verification message by attempting to
log in to your account, then (posing as
WhatsApp) call or text to ask you to repeat the
code back to them, giving them access.

e Sl i

To start a chat, someone only needs the mobile \
number of the WhatsApp user they want to
message. Therefore, if a child has ever given
their number out to someone they don’t know,
that person could then contact them via
WhatsApp. It's also possible that the child might
be added to a group chat or community (by one
of their friends, for exumple) containing other
people they don’t know.
A S @ o -] ﬁ
WhatsApp's connectivity and ease of
use allow news to be shared rapidly — whether
it's true or not. To combat the spread of
misinformation, messages forwarded more
than five times on the app now display a
“Forwarded many times” label and a double
arrow icon. This makes users aware that the
message they’'ve just received is far from an
original ... and might not be entirely factual,
either.

CHAT LOCK AND
SECRET CODES

In 2023, WhatsApp introduced a feature that lets
users keep their chats in a separate ‘locked

chats’ folder, saved behind their phone’s

passcode, fingerprint or face ID. There is an
additional feature - ‘Secret Code’ — where users
set a unique password for locked chats.
Unfortunately, this creates the potential for

young people to hide cor ions and content
they suspect their parents wouldn't approve of.

— 4
VIEW ONCE CONTENT

The ability to send images or messages thatcan
only be viewed once has led to some WhatsApp
users sharing inappropriate material or abusive
texts, knowing that the recipient can’t reopen
them later to use as evidence of misconduct.
People used to be able to screenshot this
disappearing content - but a recently added
WhatsApp feature now blocks this, citing
protection of privacy.

AN .
VISIBLE LOCATION

WhatsApp's Live Location feature lets users
share their current whereabouts, which can be
helpful for friends meeting up or parents
checking that their child is safe while out, for
example. However, anyone in a user’s contacts
list or in @ mutual group chat can also track their
location - p ially letting strangers identify a
child’s home address or journeys that they
make regularly.

d

EMPHASISE CAUTION

ADJUST THE SETTINGS

CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY 99

il o

Encourage totreat ur with
caution: get them to consider whether it sounds like
something a friend or relative would really send them.
Make sure they know never to share personal details
over WhatsApp, and to be wary of clicking on any links in

It's wise to change a child’s WhatsApp settings to -
specify which of their contacts can add them to group
chats without needing approval. You can give permission
to My Contacts or My Contacts Except.... Additionally, if a
child needs to use Live Location, emphasise that they

Check in with the child about how they’re using
WhatsApp, making sure they know you only have their
safety at heart. If you spot a Locked Chats folder, you
might want to talk about the sort of content they've
stored in there, who they're talking to, and why they want

messages. Setting up two-step verification adds a
further layer of protection to their WhatsApp account.

DISCU;S-GRT)UP CHATS - .3

Make children aware that there could be members of a group that they don’t know well
and that words can be misinterpreted. Encourage them to leave a good impression, to
avoid joining in if ions turn bullying, andtor d to such situati

in an appropriate way. Make sure they know that it’s OK to leave a group chat if it makes
them uncomfortable - or for any reason, in fact.

and then turn it off.

should enable this function for only as long as they need -

R

to keep these chats hidden. Also, if children send any
View Once content, it could be helpful to ask them why.

S R

THINK BEFORE SHARING

Help children understand why it's important to stop and think before posting or
forwarding something on WhatsApp. It’s easy - and all too common - for content that a
user posts to be shared more widely, even publicly on social media. Encourage children to
consider how an impulsive message or forwarding might damage their reputation or
upset a friend who sent something to them in confidence.

~ VA I\
Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know ab‘t

'~ MARVELRI

Marvel Rivals launched in December 2024 and amassed a player count of nearly 150,000 in mere
weeks. This player versus player (PvP) shooter packs in a host of recognisable comic-book characters,
pitting two teams of six against each other. Despite the game’s cartoonish nature, there are several
potential risks for parents and educators to be aware of.

WHAT ARE

THE RISKS?

IN-GAME CHAT

Voice chat allows players to speak to
teammates and opponents within the game,
but in a competitive environment, some
convmctlons can become unpleasant. Text
chatis eq g those playing
on PC and wlll be shown on the side of the
screen. Moderation on chats is relatively lax, so
it’s important to recognise that potentially
inappropriate messages could arrive atany
time.
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IN-GAME PURCHASES . -
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While Marvel Rivals is free, there is an in-game
store, selling character skins from recognisable
movies and comic-book titles. Each season also
includes a £10 Battle Pass (much like those seen
in Fortnite and Call of Duty), offering a series of
exclusive cosmetic items. These passes don‘t
expire — but they can’t be purchased once the
next season rolls around, creating a fear of
missing out.

||

CONTACT WITH 4
STRANGERS =

With such a huge player base, it's impossible to
™~ predict whom your child will be teaming up with
or playing against. They're virtually certain to
run into strangers through voice and text chat,
for starters. Most of these people will just be
’ ordinary gamers enjoying the action, but there
‘ is the risk of some users behaving

intentionally, or because they don‘t realise that
they're speaking to a child.
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VIOLENT CONTENT

There’s no gore in Marvel Rivals, and the {
violence depicted is comparatively cartoonish - d
but the playable characters available vary /

i)

()

between more traditional superheroes and
supervillains, and figures like Black Widow and
The Punisher, who use more realistic firearms.
Given the game’s nature as a shooter, this may
make some parents and carers uncomfortable
as some players will be firing these weapons at
each other.

INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

The gameii some inr and mature
themes in the dialogue, which could expose
youngsters to content unsuitable for their age,
detracting from a safe and family-friendly
gaming experience. As we mentioned
previously, the content of the in-game chat
could also be age-inappropriate, ranging from
swearing to mature themes to potentially
harmful content.

FAMILIAR CHARACTERS - ¢

Thei ion of iconic ch s might make
Marvel Rivals appear more app hable than
other games in the genre, with recognisable
heroes and villains like Spider-Man and Venom.
This could lead to more interest from younger
players, increasing the likelihood of children

playing the game without properly

understundlng the risks.

inappropriately with younger players - either

FOLLOW ESRB RATINGS

The ESRB rating for Marvel Rivals says the game shouldn’t be played by
anyone under 13. Most children of that age will be able to appreciate the
moral compass of the roster of characters (people can play as Hela, the
Goddess of Death, for exumple), while also ensuring that the violence,
however cartoonish, won’t overwhelm them.
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MONITOR OR TURN OFF CHAT

Voice and text chat can both be adjusted within the in-game settings. If you're
particularly concerned about exposing children and young people to them,

however, you can disable both forms of chat in the game'’s settings. If a child wants
to play alongside friends, remind them that they can use their console’s party chat
feature or host a call on a third-party service like Discord.
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Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is Games Editor at the Daily Star and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he’s also a parent and therefore understands
the importance of online safety. Writing mainly about tech and fitness, he
has been published on sites including IGN, TechRadar and plenty more.
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v FAMILIARISE VOURSELF

The game's inclusion of fan-favourite characters like Iron Man and the Hulk, plus its

increasing popularity, means that younger Marvel fans will likely be eager to see

what the fuss is about. Since it's free, consider playing Marvel Rivals yourself to gauge

how you feel about a child playing it. Alternatively, you could let them play against
the game’s Al in Practice Mode, until they're old enough to compete online.

DISCONNECT PAYMENT OPTIONS %

Parents should ensure that no payment options - such as debit cards

- are linked to the game, to prevent unauthorised purchases and charges.

Children can be tempted by enticing in-game offers without fully understanding the
costs. Removing payment methods avoids impulsive in-game spending and instils a
sense of financial awareness, teaching young people to be careful with their money.
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