
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

School News

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER26th June 2026

Dear Parents and carers,

What an incredible week! Thank you so much for your support and understanding during 
this very hot weather. Children who have attended have been managing well and continued 
their learning. Thank you to all the staff who have ensured that the children have remained, 
cool, calm and hydrated throughout the week.
Thank you also to the PFA who once again went above and beyond and provided every child 
and member of staff with an ice pole.

Next week is set to be more manageable. School will resume as normal, with children expected 
in school uniform, however they will still need to follow safe sun procedures with 
sunscreen, hats and water.

Year 6 Enterprise Fair

Thank you to all the children and staff in year 6 for putting on a great Enterprise Fair this week. 
The children had a whole range of activities that other year groups could enjoy – from face 
painting to hot dogs, there was certainly something for everyone! This was a great 
opportunity for the Year 6’s to plan, prepare and then deliver an exciting fete like experience 
for the children of the school.

Meet the new teacher
As we approach the end of this academic year and begin to think about September, it is 
important to be able to prepare the children for their next year group. Next Thursday, after 
registration, children in our current yR-y5 will be spending the morning with their new 
teacher. The children will spend time getting to know the teacher, as well as the teacher getting 
to know them. The children will also complete a range of activities designed to start preparing 
them for the year ahead. Normal drop off procedures will still apply.

Open Classrooms Evening Wed 8th July, after school-3.30-5 and 5.45-7.15pm
On Wednesday 8th July (3.30-5 and then 5.45-7.15pm), classrooms across the school will be open 
to exhibit work. Please enter via the silver or blue gates for the 3.30 slot at either end of the 
school and then use the office entrance – exit via the office. For the 5.45 slot please enter and 
exit via the school office. You are also welcome to introduce yourself to your child’s next 
teacher. Please be mindful that there will be other parents in the classrooms with you so your 
conversations with staff won’t be able to be formal as we cannot offer privacy. If you require a 
more private conversation, please make an appointment through the usual channels. You are 
more than welcome to see the whole school as you move through the building, particularly our 
exhibition in the hall. Teachers will be stationed in their current classrooms. We ask that you 
are not on the site between 5 and 5.45 to allow staff a short break. We look forward to 
welcoming you into the school.

We wish you all a relaxing weekend ahead,
The Leadership Team



If your child has an injury and has been given medical advice that 
we need to follow as a school, please bring them to the school 

office for 8.15am on their first day back at school following the 
injury so that we can complete a risk assessment.  

Thank you for your cooperation

Important Information

Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by no later 
than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and leave a message on 
the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason for absence 
and when we can  expect them to return to school (if known).
Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or more school 
days without reason.

A Reminder About Parking Around School
 

We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of how they park around 
the school gates and on local roads. Please help us maintain positive 
relationships with our local community and, most importantly, keep our 
pupils safe. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

September 2026 Reception Intake

The closing date for Reception 2026 applications 
was 15 January 2026. However, please don’t let this 

discourage you from applying — we still have a 
limited number of places available.



Celebrations 
Some of the most inspirational children and young people from 
across Thurrock came together to celebrate a host of remarkable 
achievements at the 2026 SEND and Alternative Provision 
Awards.

Thurrock Council hosted the special awards ceremony at 
Blackshots Civic Hall in Grays on Friday 19 June, recognising the 
incredible accomplishments of children and young people with 
Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) and those in Alternative Provision.

The awards shone a spotlight on young people aged 0–25 who 
have demonstrated resilience, determination and perseverance in 
their daily lives, both in and beyond education.
Guests enjoyed a performance by the Thurrock Music Service 
String Quintet before the awards were presented.
Cllr Bill Cook, Mayor of Thurrock, was at the event to present the 
nominees and winners with their awards.
A total of seven awards were presented, one including:

• Alternative Provision Rising Star Award – recognising 
outstanding progress and development in alternative 
provision, with primary and secondary categories

Colton-James of The Annexe came runner up in this category. As 
a school we are very proud of him and the improvements he has 
made.



Celebrations
Some of our year 6 pupils enjoyed an 

additional transition morning today. Here 
they are having fun in the Science lab, 

trying to hatch a dinosaur egg and learning 
about how chemicals react together.







Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling 
materials. If you have any of the following items at home, we’d love to have 
them:

• Toilet roll tubes
• Cereal boxes
• Egg boxes
• Any other clean, recyclable craft materials
Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school 
office.

Thank you for your support!

We need you… 

 Mud Kitchen Donations 
Needed! 

We’re on the lookout for any old 
pots, pans, baking trays, and plastic 
or wooden utensils to help stock our 
mud kitchen! If you have any kitchen 
items you no longer need, we’d love 
to give them a second life in our 
outdoor play area.

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 

weather is colder and children are wearing 
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Please ensure your child 
has a PE kit in school 
each day. If you are 
struggling with this, 
please contact Mrs Jarvis 
or Mrs Allen. 

Thank You 



Speech and Language Drop-in Advice 
Sessions

Do you have any concerns about your child's 
speech? If your child is not already under the care of 
the Speech and Language Services, you are able to 
gain advice and support by self-referring 
through: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Once you have made contact the service, they will 
send a link where you can ‘choose and book’ an 
appointment at a time and place that is convenient 
for you and, following the drop-in session you will 
be emailed with the outcome of the session and a 
link to the advice that has been provided.

If you require any further information, please 
contact Mrs Mylam

SEND in Focus
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Diary Dates 
Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June 2026 Y6 Enterprise selling at breaktimes in the playground

Tuesday 23rd and Friday 26th June 2026 Reception Barleylands trip 

Tuesday 30th June 2026, Half of Year 1 at Hyde Hall 

Thursday 2nd July 2026 New class transition morning

W/B 6th July 2026 Last week of Teacher run clubs 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Open Evening

Thursday 9th July 2026 Rocksteady finale concert - 2pm

Thursday 9th July 2026
Year 6 camp out (set up Wed 8th and event continues 

during day on the 10th)

Friday 10th July 2026 Y4 Ancient Egyptian Curriculum Dress-up day

Friday 17th July 2026 Year 6 leavers play AM -  times tbc

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 INSET days 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



RES 
& 

5SA



Year One

The children have coped brilliantly this week in the 
heat and have completed lots of learning! We had an 
exciting start to the week when some of us visited 
Hyde Hall!  The children were exceptional 
representatives of our school and we are so proud of 
them. After weeks of learning about the life cycle of 
a butterfly and watching the transformation from 
caterpillars to butterflies, it was finally time for our 
butterfly release! What a wonderful experience!  In 
RE, We listened to the Creation story and spoke 
about what we are thankful for in our world. We 
understood that noticing and loving these things 
meant we had to protect them. We discussed how we 
could protect our world and we made a handprint 
promise. In Science, we have been looking at fruits 
and vegetables. First, we named all of the fruits and 
vegetables that we know. We found out that 
vegetables are the roots, stems or leaves of edible 
plants and that fruits come from the flowers of 
edible plants and have seeds or pips. Fruits and 
vegetables can grow in lots of different places 
including on plants, trees, bushes, vines or 
underground. We sorted some fruits and vegetables 
using the information we had learned. Once we 
sorted the fruits and vegetables, we picked our 

favourite and made an observational drawing of it.  

Class News
Reception 
It has been a very hot and busy week in Reception! Some of the children visited 
Barleyland’s Farm on Tuesday and were amazing role models and enjoyed visiting all 
the animals. Unfortunately, the  heat has meant a delay to the trip today, but they will 
have something to look forward to in September! 
The children have enjoyed cooling down in the water, here are some highlights from 
the week! 



Class News
Year Three

Our Year 3 class has had a wonderfully busy week filled with 
learning and creativity. In maths, we wrapped up our 
measuring topic, exploring volume, capacity, weight and mass 
through hands-on activities that helped everyone compare, 
estimate and measure with growing confidence. In English, we 
continued developing our informal letter writing, focusing on 
using friendly language, clear structure and personal details to 
make our letters engaging.
Art lessons were a real highlight this week. We examined 
flowers closely, selected a small section and zoomed in to create 
bold, abstract pieces inspired by shape and colour. The children 
showed fantastic focus and imagination.
In RE, we learned about Diwali, discussing its traditions, 
celebrations and the importance of light. The class asked 
thoughtful questions and enjoyed exploring how different 
communities celebrate special festivals.
We also found an Ermine Moth outside! 



 

Year Four

This week, Year 4 have been working incredibly hard 
across all subjects!
In English, we have been finishing our sentence stacks ready 
for our Egyptian-themed diary entry. The children have 
shown great enthusiasm and creativity, and this has helped 
them prepare for their independent write, where they will 
bring all their ideas together.
In Maths, we have been exploring number sequences and 
patterns, helping to build our problem-solving skills. We 
have also been learning about Roman numerals, and the 
class have enjoyed spotting these in everyday life!
During Computing, the children have been using Scratch 
to animate their names. They’ve loved experimenting with 
different effects and learning how to bring their ideas to 
life through coding.
In RE, we have been looking at Jewish ceremonies, where 
the class has been thoughtful and respectful while learning 
about different traditions and beliefs.
Finally, in DT, we have started preparing our canopic jars. 
The children have been carefully using papier mâché 
strips to cover water bottles and have thought about what 
the head of the jar might look like, as well as the bottle 
itself.

Class News



 

Year Six

We are delighted to share how brilliantly Year 6 have done with their enterprise project. 
The children showed fantastic creativity, teamwork and determination throughout, and 
they should be very proud of what they have achieved.
From planning and organising to making and selling their products, they worked with 
enthusiasm and commitment. It was wonderful to see so many important skills in action, 
including communication, cooperation and problem-solving. As the project progressed, 
the pupils grew in confidence and approached each stage with a positive attitude and a 
strong sense of responsibility.
Most excitingly, Year 6 have raised a fantastic amount of money towards their camp out. 
Their hard work and enterprising spirit have certainly paid off, and the funds raised will 
help make this event even more special. We are incredibly impressed with the effort 
they put in and the way they supported one another to make the project such a success.
We are looking forward to sharing the final total next Monday, once everything has been 
counted and checked. Thank you to everyone who supported the project and helped 
make it such a positive experience for the children.
Well done, Year 6 - you have shown that teamwork, imagination and perseverance can 
lead to brilliant results!

Class News
Year Five
In maths we have finished our Y5 learning about 2D and 3D 
shapes, next week we are moving on to learning about volume – 
this is the first time pupils have encountered the concept of 
volume in maths lessons. This week we have started our final 
write for our narrative based on a short film, 'The Piano', which is 
about music bringing memories to the piano player. We have had 
some super writing from this unit of work.



Reach for the Stars
Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their 
efforts. We are very proud of them for their achievements and thought they 
deserved an extra-special mention!

RJG Isabel For her amazing independence in her writing

RMB Gracie For her growing confidence, resilience and independence in her writing.

RES Amelia For her amazing independent writing about the farm.

1SL Alfie For his amazing effort with his independent writing.

1CD Andie For her amazing independent writing and working so hard to improve 
her reading

1EC Jack For his amazing effort with his reading

2BG Darniel For hi effort in Maths this week.

2NB Poppy O For her amazing comic

2RS Kajus For his effort in Maths this week.

3TG Adejuwon For increased effort and concentration in lessons this week. 

3CS Amina A For her impressive effort when reading aloud

3MR Vanni K For always being a hard-working and dependable member of the class 
and achieving high scores in her assessments.

4ML Sophie For her effort with her Maths.

4CP Bobby B For increasing confidence to share his work aloud.

4BA Sara
For always showing a positive attitude towards her learning.

4KC Zidane S For always being ready to learn and  trying his best in every lesson.

5SG Bella-Rose O-H For her effort in maths this week.

5SA Victoria J For showing resilience in tutoring, and continuously being an amazing role model. 

5LC Alexandrina S For always being incredibly kind, helpful and thoughtful

6AB All For showing amazing commitment to our enterprise project 

6NM All For showing amazing commitment to our enterprise project 

6TH All For showing amazing commitment to our enterprise project 





At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Keep in Touch

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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