
 24th February 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

World Book Day– Thursday 2nd March  
We are excited to invite all pupils to dress as their favourite book character for World Book Day on Thursday 
2nd March. Dressing up can be as simple or creative as you would like. The idea is to have fun and celebrate 
the wonderful world of books. Please use the following link, which has lots of ‘do it yourself’ costume ideas: 
https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/   
 

Start time 

For parents and carers using the large blue reception gates, please remember that school registration is between 8.40 

and 8.50am. The gates are opened earlier (8.35am) and close slightly after 8.50am (8.55am) to allow parents and carers 

time to walk back round to exit the site. Thank you for your support in this matter and making sure children are on time 

and ready to start their day in the best possible way.  

E-Safety reminder 

We continue to be seeing children and parents upset by content shared or seen online. Please see the information    

below with some top tips and reminders of the age restrictions for certain popular applications. These age restrictions 

are there for a reason and near on all of the incidents we support families with could have been avoided if age            

restriction guidelines were followed.  

 

We wish you a relaxing weekend with your family, 

The Leadership Team 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/


Absence 
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be  reported to us by no later 
than 9.00am. Please  Telephone the school, press one and leave a mes-
sage on the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason 
for absence and when we can  expect them to return to school (if known).  
 
Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or more 
school days without reason. 

PE KIT  

Could all children please 
have a PE kit in school 

everyday.  If you are 
unable to provide your 
child with a PE kit please 
use our uniform shop as 
we will donate them to 
any families that cannot 
provide a PE kit for their 
child.  Please ensure the 
PE kit is labelled and is in 
a bag labelled with your 
child’s name.  

PE kit should include 

• Plain white T-shirt 

• Navy shorts 

• Tracksuit (for out-
door sports in the 
winter) 

• Trainers/plimsolls 
(children should not 
be wearing their 
school shoes for PE. 
This can be a health 
and safety issue and 
also brings mud 
from the school field 
into the classrooms). 

Thank you  

 

PARKING 

Could you please be vigilant and courteous if you bring your vehicle onto the school grounds and 

refrain from parking on any zig zag lines or on the zebra crossing.   

The children's safety is of paramount importance. 

SEND Coffee Morning 

The next SEND coffee morning is scheduled for Friday 17th 

March at 9am and will be attended by our Speech and Language 

therapist so if you have any questions about your child’s speech and lan-

guage please  come along.  We look forward to seeing you there.    

SEND in Focus  

During last half term, we introduced Makaton as a whole-
school approach. Makaton is a unique language programme 
that uses symbols, signs and speech to enable people to 
communicate.  

Makaton is designed to meet the needs of people with communication 
difficulties including: Autism, developmental language disorder, Downs’ 
syndrome, Global developmental delay, hearing impairment and Verbal 
dyspraxia. However, it is beneficial to all pupils for the following reasons: 
• Makaton offers a basic communication method for those who find 

it difficult to communicate. 
• Helps with understanding 
• Develops language skills 
• Helps build confidence as they experience successful interactions 
• Decreases frustration when they are unable to express 
• Improves attention skills 
 
Each week, your child will learning a new sign in class so please encourage 
them to practise; maybe they can teach you at home. Here are a few 
signs that we have already introduced: 
 

               
 

If you would like to observe the signs in action, please take a look at 
https://www.youtube.com/@makatonwithlucinda where a mother and 
daughter share their journey of learning Makaton. 

https://www.youtube.com/@makatonwithlucinda








Important dates:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
:  

 

 

Wednesday 1st March 2023 Potential Teacher Strike Day  

Thursday 2nd March 2023 World Book Day  

Wednesday  15th March 2023 Potential Teacher Strike Day  

Thursday 16th March 2023 Potential Teacher Strike Day  

Friday 17th March 2023 Red Nose Day  

Thursday 30th March 2023 Non-Uniform Day  

Friday 31st March 2023 Trust Conference Day—Non-Pupil Day  

Monday 3rd April 2023— Friday 14th April 2023 Easter Holidays  

Monday 17th April 2023 Pupils return to school  

Monday 1st May 2023 May day—School Closed  

Monday 8th May 2023 Bank Holiday—School Closed  

Friday 26th May 2023 Non-Uniform Day  

Monday 29th May 2023 —Friday 2nd June 2023 May Half Term  

Monday 5th June 2023 Pupils return to school  

Thursday 20th and Friday 21st July 2023 INSET days—school closed to pupils  

Monday 24th July 2023 First day of summer holidays  





 



 

In science this half term, Year 1 will be exploring parts of the human body. 

This week,  we have started to look at this new topic by discussing  differ-

ent body parts and  identified where they are located around our body. To 

excite us about the topic, we sang a song to the tune of ‘Frere Jacques’ / Are 

you sleeping? Then we went on to  draw around one of our friends creat-

ing the outline of a human body and worked together to label the main 

human parts. This fun activity did not only develop our scientific 

knowledge, but it also enhanced our reading  and  spelling  skills. 

 

This week in Reception we have been looking at a book called ‘Barry the fish 
with fingers’ which was written by Sue Hendra. We have been learning about 
adjectives and finding words we can use to describe the characters in the 
story.  

In maths we have been looking at the numbers 9 and 10. We have been looking 
at how we can represent the numbers and how we can make them using two or 
three smaller numbers.  

We have also looked at the lifecycle of a fish and the series of changes in 
the lifecycle of living things.  

 



Year Three 
 

 

Year Three have returned with a spring in their step to begin the second half of the Spring term!  

We have really enjoyed orienteering this week. In teams, children were given cards and they 

had to collect materials and create an image.  

 

In Computing, we have been learning 

about branching databases . 

Here are some examples of some 

branching databases we created 

 in groups about dinosaurs. 

 

 

In Science, we have been continuing our topic of plants. This week we have focussed on water 

transportation and we enjoyed investigating an exciting experiment. 

We have been busy learning about unit and non unit fractions, singing, learning how to say dif-

ferent animals in French and writing our own narratives. 

 

 

In English this week we had the opportunity to write our own space stories independently. 

The children used their imagination well to devise a range of story plots, thinking carefully 

about applying their key skills such as finger spaces, capital letters and full stops.  

In PE this week we began our new games unit. 

We split into two ‘super groups’ to  compete for 

our first game, where we had to race to order a set 

of number cards correctly. Our next game in-

volved working as a team to pass a hoop, moving 

our bodies to ensure that the hoop wasn’t able to 

touch the floor.  



 

Welcome to the Spring Term , we hope you have had 

an enjoyable break and the pupils are well rested. 

This term our theme topic is Earth Matters. Pupils 

will be looking at sustainable forms of energy and 

thinking about ways in which we can help sustain 

the environment. In English, we are reading 'The 

day the crayons quit' by Drew Daywalt, the pupils 

discussed the context behind industrial action and 

were able to relate these to the school cooperative     

values. 

In Maths, the pupils are continuing to build on their multiplication and division 

knowledge. They looked at worded problems, arrays and practiced on their   

chromebooks in preparation for the statutory times table test in the summer term.  

In Science, pupils have begun the topic of Electricity, they also created circuits and 

used cardboard and pins to create a switch. This Spring term, pupils will be doing 

Fitness and Hockey as their sports in PE.  

As always, the children are encouraged to revise and practice their timetable 

knowledge in preparation for the statutory year 4 times table test. Pupils are      

familiar with the times table links posted in the ‘Timetable’ folder on Google   

classrooms and songs on Youtube shown in class.  



Have you ever wondered about the famous Zaphus?  

Well a team from NASA have sent an expedition 

across the 7.6 light years of space. 

Resembling our own homeworld, Earth, Zaphus is 

much larger in diameter, 74 million miles.  Research 

into the diverse habitats and marine life is still in it’s 

infancy, however preliminary information was shared  

in a visually stunning presentation this week. 

————————————————————————————————————————- 

This week, Year 5 have begun their new Science topic, Space.  As you can see, we utilised 

the opportunity to inspire pupil’s creativity with their non-chronological report writing in 

English too! 

First, watched a couple of imaginative space exploration videos.  Many pupils were keen to 

discuss films or movies that they had already seen which visits other worlds.  Next, we 

used this information to develop a plan of our own.  It was wonderful to see the pupil’s 

ideas spark. 

Additionally, pupils have learnt some actual key facts about our own solar system, the sun, 

the moon, and the composition of comets.  A number of children were particularly inspired 

and created some rhymes of their own to help themselves remember the order of the 

planets. 

In other subjects, pupils have discussed and debated this half term’s British Values theme, 

mutual respect.  This was perhaps best exemplified in our PE lessons, where pupils have 

begun learning Hockey and worked together in team activities during OAA. 

By sharing their ideas, working together, and accepting new challenges, Year 5 pupils have 

had a very successful start to their new half term.  In particular, this can be seen in pupil’s 

growing confidence with using micro: bits! 



History 

This term our history topic is the Ancient Greeks. This is a really 

interesting period of world history to study—what did the Greeks 

do for us? They gave us the foundations of the following: 

democracy, the Olympics, the marathon, plays, poetry, science, 

medicine and astronomy.   

 

In English this week, we have been exploring instructions; we have discussed 

the features a set of instructions must include and the layout of the text. In 

addition, we also explored grammatical devices and the use of imperative 

verbs. Next week, we will be 

writing our own set of 

instructions based upon How To 

Annoy Your Teacher; we are very 

excited about writing this! 

 

In maths, we have been 

continuing to study algebra 

following on from last half term. 

To deepen our understanding, 

we have been exploring them in 

one-step and two-step questions. 

In the lead up to the primary KS2 

assessments, we have also been 

practicing reasoning questions.  

 

On Thursday next week (2nd 

March), all children are invited to dress up as their favourite book 

character—this includes DIY costumes.   

 





  

Well done to everyone 

who has accessed TTRS 

this week!  Keep logging 

on and getting more 

points for your class.   

Who will be our TT Rock 

Stars leaders next 

week? 



Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their ef-

forts. We are very proud of them for their achievements and thought they deserved an 

extra-special mention! 

 

RJG Josiah For making good choices in his learning – especially his number work 

RMB Cleopatra For working hard to become an increasingly independent writer. 

RFC Vijay For showing improved focus and attention in his learning. 

RES Aron For being a good role model and always working hard. 

1CH Elsie For her increased confidence in reading. 

1GC Mollie For writing a fantastic character description. 

1FK Arthur For his increased confidence in maths. 

1BA Lunah For amazing progress in her reading and writing. 

2MR Adam For having a brilliant attitude to learning an improving his maths work. 

2RS Hannah For her improved effort and enthusiasm for learning. 

2NL Macey N 
  
  
Melissa O 

For her amazing effort outside of the classroom. Macey has 
been practising her times tables at home to improve her confidence. 
  
For her consistent effort and positive attitude to all 
areas of her learning. Melissa is a fantastic asset to our class. 

2RM Mihai For creating an engaging fact file about Tim Peake. 

3EC Raissa For her amazing maths work 

3LD Gabriel For being kind, helpful and trying his best 

3NM Isabella For her improved effort and enthusiasm, particular in reading and the presenta-
tion of her work 

4TH Aimee Having a positive week and completing written tasks independently 

4BG Ronnie D For achieving 100% in his timestable test. 

4SA Reggie S For meeting expectations in a big piece of writing. 

5AB Albert W For a positive attitude in all that he does 

5JP Charlie F For making a great effort to improve the quality of his writing 

5NB Keira G For her outstanding attitude to her learning 

6CP Evelyn C For positive attitude to her learning 

6LC Anar O For great ideas for instructions: ‘How to Annoy Your Teacher’ 

6VP Jimmy L For giving excellent input during algebra lessons this week 

6JM Archie R For a brilliantly presented and informative piece of history work. 









 



 

 

LOCATIONS 
Here are the opening times and 
locations for our foodbank cen-
tres. Everyone who comes to the 
foodbank for emergency food 
needs to have a valid foodbank 
voucher. 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX. 

Weds 09:30-12:00: Thurrock Christian Fellowship, 2-4 Chase Rd, Corringham, S17 7QH 

Weds 13:30-15:00: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB 

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA 

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF 

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD 

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, 

        RM16 4TP 

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF 

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London        

         Rd, Grays, RM 17 5YF 

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE 
IN CRISIS 

At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are:  

 Mrs Bates  

 Mrs Dawson 

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated staff who can 

deputise in the Head of School’s absence:  

 Mr Gowland 

 Mr Bennett 

 Mrs Jarvis 

 Mrs Mylam  

 Mrs Allen 

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day.  

Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about your concerns. 

Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, 

RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · 

Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a 

child needs immediate protection. · Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 

0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc 

 

Keep in touch! 

We are missing being in contact 
but do not forget we are still 
here to help where we can. 

  

 

Our school office is open to   
receive calls between 8:30am 

and 3pm. 

Tel: 01375 846181 

Email:office.etp@osborne.coop 

 

 

East Tilbury Primary School 

Princess Margaret Road 

East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 8SB 

 

 

 

We are also regularly       

updating our Facebook 

page and Twitter feed.   

Log on and have a look! 

 

 

 

Twitter:  @EastTPrimary 


