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This time of year is often busy and can be 
stressful. Our hope for you this Christmas is that 
you all have time to create special memories with 
your family and loved ones. May we take this 
opportunity to thank you all for your support over 
the last term. East Tilbury is a special school 
community, and we are so grateful for all the hard 
work the pupils, staff and parents have put in to 
making this the best possible school!
We look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 
6th January 2026.

Merry Christmas and a happy new year!

From Mrs Dawson, Mr Gowland, Mrs Mylam and 
Mrs Jarvis



If your child has an injury and has been given 
medical advice that we need to follow as a school, 

please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on 
their first day back at school following the injury so 

that we can complete a risk assessment.  

Thank you for your cooperation

Important Information

Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by no later 
than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and leave a message on 
the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason for absence 
and when we can  expect them to return to school (if known).
Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or more school 
days without reason.

A Reminder About Parking Around School
 

We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of 
how they park around the school gates and on local 
roads. Please help us maintain positive relationships 
with our local community and, most importantly, 
keep our pupils safe. Thank you for your 
cooperation and support.



Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Pupils,

I just wanted to say how much I have enjoyed visiting the 
school community in this first term of the school year. In 
October I led the Harvest assembly; in November I visited 
Years 5&6 to support their RE learning; on Remembrance 
Day I joined the Year 6’s for their very special Act of 
Remembrance; in December I welcomed the Year 6’s to St 
Catherine’s Church and on the last Monday of term led the 
Christmas assembly.

After all their hard work I’m sure both pupils and staff are 
ready for the Christmas holiday.

If you would like to join us at St Catherine’s Church in East 
Tilbury for the Christmas Services they are on:

Sunday 21st December - 6pm Carols and Candlelight 
Service with Grays Town Brass Band

Wednesday 24th December - 3pm Children’s Christmas 
Eve Crib Service

Wednesday 24th December - 11pm First Communion of 
Christmas

Thursday 25th December – 10am Christmas Day 
Celebration

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a ‘Merry 
Christmas’

Message from Revd Michèle



Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling 
materials. If you have any of the following items at home, we’d love to have 
them:

• Toilet roll tubes
• Cereal boxes
• Egg boxes
• Any other clean, recyclable craft materials
Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school 
office.

Thank you for your support!

We need you… 

 Mud Kitchen Donations 
Needed! 

We’re on the lookout for any old 
pots, pans, baking trays, and plastic 
or wooden utensils to help stock our 
mud kitchen! If you have any kitchen 
items you no longer need, we’d love 
to give them a second life in our 
outdoor play area.

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 

weather is colder and children are wearing 
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Please ensure your child 
has a PE kit in school 
each day. If you are 
struggling with this, 
please contact Mrs Jarvis 
or Mrs Allen. 

Thank You 



Speech and Language Drop-in Advice 
Sessions

Do you have any concerns about your child's 
speech? If your child is not already under the care of 
the Speech and Language Services, you are able to 
gain advice and support by self-referring 
through: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Once you have made contact the service, they will 
send a link where you can ‘choose and book’ an 
appointment at a time and place that is convenient 
for you and, following the drop-in session you will 
be emailed with the outcome of the session and a 
link to the advice that has been provided.

If you require any further information, please 
contact Mrs Mylam

SEND in Focus
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Diary Dates 
Monday 5th January 2026 – INSET day INSET day

w/b 5th January 2025 No teacher run clubs this week

w/b 12th January 2026 Teacher run clubs start back.

Tuesday 13th January 2026 Year 4 start swimming

W/b Monday 16th February 2026 Half Term 

Monday 23rd February 2026 Trust Day 

Tuesday 24th February 2026 Young Voices @ 02

w/b Monday 9th March 2026 Parent consultation week

R,1,2 Mon /Tues 

KS2 Wed/Thurs

Monday 30th March 2026 – Friday 10th April 2026 Easter Holidays 

Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday

w/b Monday 25th May 2026 Half Term

Tuesday 2nd June 2026 Year 6 swimming 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Open Evening

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 INSET days 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



1CD 
& 
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Year One 
This week we have completed lots of 
English challenges set by a Christmas elf! 
We edited some postcards from Santa to 
make sure the capital letters were in the 
correct place, we practised writing the 
days of the week and we have been busy 
unscrambling silly sentences! In maths we 
were introduced to ‘clockwise’ and 
‘anticlockwise’ and recapped quarter, half 
and whole turns.  We then directed our 
friends to move around obstacles using 
this mathematical language.  In 
computing, we practised using freehand 
painting tools and used these tools to 
create our own interpretations of ‘Snail’ 
by Henri Matisse.

Class News
Reception
This week has been filled with Christmas cheer as we have fully 
embraced the season! We have completed so many different 
Christmas activities such as colour by number, letters to Santa, 
split pin Santas, present weighing, making reindeer food as well 
as exploring sensory snow. 
Here are a few photos to sum up our week!



Class News

Year Three

This week Year 3 finished off our persuasive writing 
about a festive dessert that they had designed; specifically 
using techniques such as rhetorical questions, power of 3 
and impactful adjectives. This was no ordinary English 
lesson, this was a delectable, delightful, free-range 
imaginative English lesson! We also had our Art 
Enrichment day where the children practiced sketching 
and shading with a focus on texture. This ultimately led 
to them creating ad detailed drawing of a festive cuddly 
toy. 

Year Two

What a wonderful final week before Christmas it has been 
for Year Two! The children have been busy spreading 
festive cheer by making beautiful Christmas cards, 
writing their own Christmas poems, and even designing 
their very own elves – plus so much more!
In maths, they’ve put their problem-solving skills to the 
test by using multiplication and division to crack some 
Christmas-themed puzzles. It’s been a fantastic way to 
combine learning with holiday fun!
Also, keep an eye on the school’s social media page for 
their performance of “Knock Knock” – you won’t want to 
miss it!
From all of us here at school, we wish you and your 
families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!



 

Year Four

Year 4 have had an exciting and creative final week 
filled with learning and celebration.
In Maths, we explored division through 

partitioning and discussed using short division to 
divide two-digit numbers by one-digit numbers.
In Art, we showcased our learning across the unit by 
working collaboratively to create giant prints 
inspired by our max-resist drawings.
Finally, we embraced the festive spirit with fun 
Christmas activities in our classrooms and recorded 
our very own Christmas song!
Well done Year 4 for all your hard work this term. 
Wishing you an amazing Christmas break!

Class News



 

Year Five
On Monday, Year 5 set off on an exciting adventure 
to the Imperial War Museum in London! We 
travelled up by coach, buzzing with excitement about 
what the day would hold.
Once we arrived, we dived straight into the First 
World War galleries. It was fascinating to step back in 
time and see what life was like in the trenches. We got 
up close to the weapons soldiers used, the rations they 
ate (including the famously dry biscuits!), and the 
different uniforms worn during the war. Many of us 
were amazed at how tough life must have been for 
the soldiers, and it really helped us understand 
history in a way that books just can’t.
Next, we visited the Blavatnik Art, Film, and 

Photography Galleries. Here, we were blown away by 
over 500 incredible pieces of artwork. One of the 
highlights was Gassed by John Singer Sargent – its 
huge size and detail left us all speechless! It was 
amazing to see how art can capture such powerful 
moments in history.
Before leaving, we had a quick look at the Second 
World War gallery. This was a sneak peek for Year 6, 
giving us a glimpse of what’s to come next year.
The whole day was a huge success, and the pupils 
made us incredibly proud with their curiosity, 
enthusiasm, and outstanding behaviour. Everyone 
asked thoughtful questions, shared interesting 
observations, and really engaged with everything the 
museum had to offer. It was a day full of learning, 
fun, and unforgettable experiences!

Year Six
In Year Six this week, we have had a week full of festive 
cheer and jolliness! In English lessons, we produced a 
letter to Mr Grinch to persuade him to change his ways. 
We used all the persuasive devices we have learnt over 
the past few weeks to form some incredible writing. In 
Computing, we built on our work on what makes an 
appealing webpage, to create our own designs, based on 
a subject of interest. In geography, we created our own 
village, adding renewable energy sources to create a 
sustainable settlement. 

Class News



Reach for the Stars
Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their 
efforts. We are very proud of them for their achievements and thought they 
deserved an extra-special mention!

RJG Morgan For independently using his sounds to blend 
word

RMB Ismae For always being helpful around the classroom,
especially during tidy-up time. 

RES Sadie For her increased confidence in class.

1SL All of 1SL For a wonderful year group Christmas song 
performance

1CD All of 1CD For a wonderful year group Christmas song 
performance

1EC All of 1EC For a wonderful year group Christmas song 
performance

2BG Anu For her great week of learning.

2NB Maddison For her creative elf and Christmas poem.

2RS Edie For being a helpful member of the class.

3TG Lyla Her dedication while practicing for our 
Christmas song.

3CS Clara For her incredible performances during our 
daily read alouds

3MR Alby C For always being an excellent role model to his 
peers and helpful to his teachers. 

4ML Shahaan For always being kind and considerate to 
others.

4CP Teddy D For increased confidence in lessons.

4BA Freddie C For his amazing effort on TTRS.

4KC Mollie P For her enthusiasm when rehearsing spring 
production songs. 

5SG Archie D For his use of ambitious vocabulary in his 
independent write. 

5SA Dilans S
For challenging himself in his 

independent write and upleveling 
vocabulary. 

5LC Robyn C For a confident, well rehearsed audition for our 
spring production

6AB Kymani For having a positive attitude towards his 
learning this week

6NM Sonny For always striving to improve in all areas of 
learning

6TH Lorna For having an amazing first week in school







At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Keep in Touch

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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