
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER14th February 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been a busy week in the run up to the half-term break. Children and teachers have been working hard 

and there has been a positive learning atmosphere across the school.  

 

Keeping safe online 

This week the children joined thousands of schools across the country in learning about how to remain safe 

online. Below is a useful tool for parents to use as conversation starters with your children around keeping 

them safe in the online world: 

 

We wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break, 

The Leadership Team 



Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by 
no later than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and 
leave a message on the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, 
class, the reason for absence and when we can  expect them to 
return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or 
more school days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given 
medical advice that we need to follow as a school, 

please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on 
their first day back at school following the injury so 

that we can complete a risk assessment.  

Thank you for your cooperation.



Please be reminded that 
pupils should not be wearing 
jewellery to school. Children 
with pierced ears may wear 

small stud earrings but hoops 
are not permitted.

Thank you for your support

…

We are continually updating 
our OPAL resources and would 
gladly accept donations of:
• Tennis balls
• Footballs
• Bats
• Dressing up clothes
• Colouring books
• Crayons
• Big cars
• Lego 

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 

weather is colder and children are wearing 
jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant 
number of reading books. If 
you have any left at home 
(whatever condition) from 
last academic year, please 

return them.
Thank you

Year 1 are running low 
on junk modelling 
materials. If you have 
any cardboard, toilet 
roll tubes, egg boxes 
etc. We will happily 
make good use of 
them. 
Thank You 



Eid for Nylah
Author: Nizrana Farook
Nylah the cat is making her usual visits to the 
homes on her street, but something is very odd 
tonight. All the children she visits are distracted, 
but Nylah doesn’t understand why. First, Nylah 
visits Bilal but he’s too busy putting up 
decorations to play. So Nylah wanders into the 
next home to see Reem. But Reem is waiting for 
the swirly patterns painted on her hands to dry 
and can’t play with the four-legged visitor 
either. And so the pattern continues: each house 
she visits, she watches as her young friends 
prepare food, lay out fancy clothes and 
wrap presents. And one by one, they all send her 
away. Why doesn’t anyone want to play with 
Nylah this evening?

Each week we will be recommending great books 
that you can share with your children. 

Squirrel and Duck: Mission Improbable
Author: Tom Percival
As the only two talking animals in existence, 
Squirrel and Duck have decided to stick 
together, despite their many differences and 
constant bickering. To avoid being discovered 
by humans, they try to keep a low profile so 
have set up home in a fibreglass tree, in the 
middle of an abandoned theme park.
Unfortunately, they find themselves 
homeless, penniless and hungry when the 
theme park is demolished to make way for 
luxury apartments. However, the pair spot an 
opportunity when they overhear two art thieves 
discussing where they have hidden a priceless 
stolen painting. Squirrel and Duck embark on 
an eventful mission to find the valuable artwork 
and make their fortune.



Makaton Signs of the week:
Why not speak with your child and see what signs they 

can remember from what they’ve already been taught?

Makaton Sign of the Week - Children - YouTube

Makaton for 'School' 

Makaton for 'Teacher' 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iwg9zbZf1ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMPeAxDD1_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ObtbLADMt8




Monday 17th February 2025- Friday 21st 
February 2025

Half Term 

Monday 24th February 2025 Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week) 

Thursday 6th March 2025 World Book Day

Thursday 3rd April 2024 Last day of Term (Non-Uniform day) 

Friday 4th April 2025 Non-Pupil Day 

7th April 2025 – 18th April 2025 Easter Holidays 

Monday 21st April 2025 Bank Holiday – no school for pupils

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week)

Monday 5th May 2025 Bank Holiday – no school for pupils 

Monday 12th May 2025- Thursday 15th 
May 2025

Year 6 SATS week 

Friday 23rd May 2025 Last day of Term (Non-Uniform Day)

Monday 26th May 2025-Friday 30th 
May 2025

Half Term 

Monday 2nd June 2025 Pupils back to school (Clubs are ON this 
week) 

Friday 18th July 2025 Last day of the academic year for pupils 
(Non-Uniform day) 

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd July 
2025

INSET Days (no school for pupils) 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 











What a wonderful week to finish this half term! In RE this week, we recapped our 
previous learning about where Christian’s worship and their sacred objects. We looked 
at how different types of Christians worship in different ways and learnt that singing is 
an important part of many Church services. Christians believe that singing helps them 
communicate with God. It enables them to express many emotions including thanks, 
joy and sorrow. Many Churches have choirs who lead the congregation in song. We 
talked about Bible stories we were familiar with and finished with a prayer.
In History, we learnt the story of William the Conqueror’s invasion of England in 1066 
and its aftermath. We started by discussing the background to the invasion including 
the claims to the English throne made by both Harold of Wessex and William Duke of 
Normandy. We continued with Harold's accession to the throne and William's 
subsequent decision to invade. We learnt how the Norman army won The Battle of 
Hastings and William was crowned King of England shortly after. William then set 
about protecting his throne by building a number of impressive castles - the best 
known of which is the Tower of London. We looked at the location of these castles on 
a map of the United Kingdom. We then looked at The Bayeux Tapestry. We found out 
that it is one of the world’s most famous pieces of medieval art. It is 70 metres long! It 
is a long, embroidered piece of cloth. 1000 years ago, many people could not read, so 
people told stories using images instead. During continuous provision, the children 
were able to create a version of the Bayeux Tapestry on paper, drawing pictures to 
retell the story and working as a team.

In reception this week we have been 
reading ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers. 
We have been making and building boats 
and discussing what it might feel like to be 
in a boat during a storm.
We have looked at penguin facts and know 
that the smallest penguins probably reach 
our knees, and the tallest penguins are 
bigger than most of us.
In maths we have been learning about 
sharing equally. We have used the Baa Baa 
black sheep nursery rhyme to help us.
We have also been looking at Valentines 
day and making some cards in our literacy 
area.



 

This week in year 2 we have been using number 
lines to support both our addition and 
subtraction. We discussed the concept of ‘near 
multiples’ and how these can be used to speed up 
our calculations.
For example:
23 + 19 = ?
First, we need to use our number line to support 
with 23 + 20. Once we have found our answer 
here, we need to subtract one so that we are only 
adding on 19 rather than 20.
In English and History and we have been 
working in a cross curricular way to cover our 
skills. Our learning this week has been focused 
on the life of Tim Peake, putting in order the 
significant events across his life so far. We also 
learnt about the International Space Station and 
the work that Tim Peake did whilst onboard.
As part of our learning for Internet Safety Day, 
we had to think carefully about the information 
that we should be making visible online, securing 
the understanding that no personal data should 
be accessible to others online.

This week in Science, we have come to the end of our unit of Animals 
including Humans. Pupils revised the different types of skeletons, the 
benefits of exercise and a healthy lifestyle, the food groups and their 
benefits, and examples of vertebrates and invertebrates. Through a quiz 
format and class discussion, pupils were able to reflect on what they had 
learned the past 6 weeks.
In Computing, we continued expanding on our skills in Scratch and 
focused on programming a musical sprite to create sounds. Their aim 
was to identify and implement their algorithm as a working code and 
debugging their algorithms if necessary. On Tuesday, it was Safer 
Internet Day. We learned how to stay safe online by examining the 
warning signs of a scam and the importance of creating strong 
passwords.



 

Year 4 have been using balances, 
tempo, dance moves, contrast, 
levels and rhythm to create 
extensive dance pieces. We used 
March of the Lava by Alan 
Silvestri as the stimulus and 
broke down the story of an 
evacuation after an eruption; the 
alarm sounding, preparing to 
leave, escaping, the eruption 
itself and the rebuilding of 
settlements in the aftermath.

Multiplication tables check - 
The DfE dates
“Schools must administer 
the multiplication tables 
check within the 2-week period 
from Monday 2 June 2025”
Therefore, the year 4 children 
will be sitting the times table 
assessment between Monday 2th 
June and Friday 13th June.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check


 

This week in Year 5 we are continuing to 
look at angles in Maths as our new unit. 
Pupils continued to explore the differences 
between acute, obtuse, reflex and right-
angled triangles. They built angle markers 
as manipulatives to draw and compare 
different angles. They also created different 
regular polygons using Geoboards to 
further compare acute, obtuse and right 
angles.  In English, we created a raft using 
sticks, leaves and string to help inspire our 
writing as an explorer in the rainforest. 
From the enrichment day last week, pupils 
focused on designing what the future would 
look like in 50 years given the technological 
advancements since the 1960’s Space 
Race.  In the style of Teis Albers, pupils 
sketched their visions of the future on their 
textured print background. Given that 
Tuesday was Safer Internet Day, we 
enjoyed a live lesson where the children 
explored what it means to be safe on the 
internet and advice for the various 
situations that children can get into online. 
In French, we completed our Healthy 
Living Unit where pupils had learnt the 
vocabulary for various healthy foods and 
activities and were able to read, listen and 
write a paragraph about healthy living in 
French. The Year 5 team wishes you and 
your families a restful half term break and 
look forward to seeing you in next half 
term.



 

In the final week of half-term, many of our topics of learning 
have been concluded:
In English, our instructional texts with the theme, ‘How To Annoy 
Your Teacher’ have been written with numerous witty, but 
concise, ideas. These have included – super gluing the teacher to 
their chair and wheeling them away; setting alarms on each school 
device; using pencils as drumsticks. Consequently, as teachers, we 
now know what signs to look out for and can evidence which 
pupils are responsible based on their guides.
In art, our topic ‘Making Our Voices Heard’ concluded with a 
final piece. Rather than a description, some of the work produced 
has been included.
In computing, games have been coded and shared using Scratch. 
Here, the brief was made to create a game with falling parts. With 
this brief, we have had lots of creativity and games have included 
ocean and space themes, to multi-levelled games with various 
backdrops.
In PE, we had our final dance and gymnastics lessons, which saw 
performances and routines we had been working on.



Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone 
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of 
them for their achievements and thought they deserved 
an extra-special mention!

RBG Jack S For always trying his best in all areas of his learning.

RES Anastasia For working really hard on her independent writing.

RFK Daisy-Mae For increased resilience, participation and engagement in all aspects of her learning.

1BA Anu For applying her phonics knowledge in her writing.

1EC Amelia For her blending in phonics.

1LD Terence-Lee For his increased independence and being a good role model.

2RM Miley For her hard work in maths this week. 

2CH Alby C For showing increased confidence in our music lesson this week. 

2MF Lola G For showing resilience and dedication in handwriting and spellings. Well done!

2BG Adejuwoni For his amazing understanding and effort in his maths lessons.

3ML Imaani For demonstrating self-responsibility in improving her focus in lessons.

3RS Harper For amazing effort in all lessons this week.

3SG Leila B For always being a respectful and supportive member of 3SG.

3VP Noah For always being kind and helpful. 

4CP Tomas S For an amazing first week at ETPS!

4KC Archie C For showing a positive change to his behaviour and trying hard in all lessons.

4MR Charlotte S For being a caring, positive, hard-working, helpful role model to her peers.

5NM Harvey & Jaden For demonstrating resilience and determination to solve a Maths challenge; working 

cooperatively – giving examples and explanations. 

5SA Orla O For consistently working hard in Reading and being a great class role model.

5TH Isabella For improved effort and consistency in her writing.

6AB Nadia For creating an amazing piece of artwork for ‘Making our voice heard’.

6LC Levi C For working really hard in maths this week.

6NB Quinn For creating an amazing piece of artwork for ‘Making our voice heard’.



All pupils at East Tilbury 
Primary have logins for Times 
Tables Rockstars and are able to 
log on at home to practice their 
times tables.











At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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