
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER13th December  2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy week in school, as we all build up to Christmas! 

Reception and KS1 - Christmas performances
This week, the reception and KS1 children delivered a large helping of Christmas 
joy as they performed to their parents. A big thank you to all the parents/carers 
who came to see their children perform and a special thanks to staff for the time 
and care put into preparing the children for their performances. Most importantly, 
a big well done to all the children!

Governor Visits to school

Over the last few weeks, we have been delighted to welcome our governing body 
members into school for visits around Health & Safety, Curriculum, safeguarding 
and SEND. The governing body play a vital role in supporting the school and it was 
pleasing for us as leaders to be able to show them the progress the children have 
been making in their learning so far this term.

Weather
We continue to have cold weather and as such it is important that the children are 
wearing warm coats, vests, hats, gloves, and scarves to school. We wouldn’t want 
any children missing out on fresh air time outside because they are too cold!

Christmas PFA Craft
Thank you to the PFA volunteers who gave up their time to come and create a 
variety of Christmas crafts across both KS1 and KS2. The children enjoyed their 
craft activities as did the teachers!

Christmas Holiday
As per our school calendar, the last day of term will be Friday, 20th Dec with the 
children returning to school on Tuesday 7th January 2025.

We wish you all a pleasant weekend ahead.

The Leadership Team





Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be  reported to us 
by no later than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and 
leave a message on the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, 
class, the reason for absence and when we can  expect them to 
return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or 
more school days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given 
medical  advice that we need to follow as a school, 

please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on 
their first day back at school following the injury so 
that we can complete a risk assessment.  Thank you 

for your cooperation.



Thank you for the donations to save 

the Children on Christmas Jumper Day. 

We raised £334 for Save the Children. 



Please be reminded that pupils 
should not be wearing 

jewellery to school. Children 
with pierced ears may wear 

stud earrings but hoops are not 
permitted.

Thank you for your support

…

We are continually updating 
our OPAL resources and would 
gladly accept donations of:
• Tennis balls
• Footballs
• Bats
• Dressing up clothes
• Colouring books
• Crayons
• Big cars
• Lego 

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 
weather is getting colder and children are beginning 

to wear jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant 
number of reading books. If 
you have any left at home 
(whatever condition) from 
last academic year, please 

return them.
Thank you

Year 1 need newspaper 
and cereal boxes for 
their work on 
sculptures next term. If 
you have any that you 
are happy to donate, 
please pass them to the 
Year 1 teachers.
Thank You 



Dave and the Tooth Fairy
Author: Verna Wilkins
Illustrator: Carl Pearce
Dave is thrilled when he finally gets his first 
wobbly tooth although, despite much 
wiggling and waggling, it seems reluctant to 
come out.
One morning, when Dave sneezes his 
biggest ever sneeze, the tooth shoots out of 
his mouth, catapults across the room and 
completely disappears. He conducts an 
extensive search, even looking down the 
side of the sofa where everything hides, but 
to no avail.

Each week we will be recommending great books 
that you can share with your children. 

Kensuke's Kingdom
Author: Michael Morpurgo
Illustrator: Michael Foreman

Publisher: Farshore
Michael is hungry, lonely and scared when 
he is washed up on a seemingly deserted 
island. He soon discovers another 
inhabitant - Kensuke, a former Japanese 
soldier - who, although initially unfriendly, 
provides Michael with food and water.
Gradually, a strong bond develops between 
the two castaways. This is a beautifully 
written tale of an exceptional friendship 
which survives beyond the boundaries of 
culture and language.



Makaton Signs of the week:

Why not speak with your child and see what signs they 

can remember from what they’ve already been taught?

Christmas

Santa







Monday 16th December 2024 Christmas Assembly hosted by Rev. 
Michelle in school

Wednesday 18th December 2024 Christmas Dinner Day (Children can wear 
Christmas jumpers)

Friday 20th December 2024 Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 20th December 2024 Last day of Autumn Term 

Monday 6th January 2025 Inset Day

Tuesday 7th January 2025 First day of Spring Term 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



This week Year 1 made us 
really proud with their efforts 
in the Christmas Nativity 
Production. They have tried 
hard over the last few weeks to 
learn the words to the songs, 
and it was a pleasure to see 
them singing and dancing 
during all four shows. Well 
done Year One. 

Wow what a week we have had this week in Reception! We hope you all enjoyed coming to see the 

children in the Nativity performances, they all did an incredible job, and we are very proud of them. 

The children have all worked so hard on learning the words to the songs along with the actions and 

following all the directions.  

In Phonics we have been working on recapping the Phase 2 sounds that each class were finding 

difficult and trying our best to hear all of the sounds within words.  

We have been enjoying a range of Winter and Christmas activities across the curriculum and have 

been getting very excited for Christmas!  

                   



 

After weeks of rehearsals, EYFS and KS1 performed their Nativity in four 
separate performances. The Year 2 team are incredibly proud of the 
hard work from all children this half term to bring together something 
that was truly wonderful. The children put on a brilliant show and most 
definitely spread some Christmas cheer. 
In English this week, we have been busy completing our independent 
writing focused on our own version of the George and Dragon story. 
In Art, we have been pressing our own designs focused on the theme 
‘journeys’ into polystyrene boards. The children then used these to 
create their own colourful prints, thinking carefully about layering.

This week in English, we have been embarking on an exciting journey to 
create the ultimate dessert advert!  We've delved into the key features of 
compelling adverts and explored some mouth-watering examples that 
have inspired our own delicious creations. From tantalising taglines to 
eye-catching visuals, our students are brimming with fantastic ideas for 
their scrumptious specials!
In maths, we have been diving into the exciting world of written 
methods for addition and subtraction!  With daily practice of column 
addition and subtraction, we've encountered some challenges, but guess 
what? Our confidence is soaring!
On Thursday, we embraced the festive spirit with Christmas Jumper 
Day! Our talented year 3 had an absolute blast recording their version of 
the classic festive hit, "Santa Claus is Coming to Town."  Not only did we 
learn the words, but we also mastered the Makaton signs, making this 
experience even more special!
We enjoyed a productive Curriculum Day discovering the art of making 
chutney. With a focus on developing practical skills, everyone had the 
chance to practice their chopping techniques while creating delicious 
homemade chutneys. Each pupil designed their own labels for the jars, 
adding a personal touch to their creations.



Here's a roundup of the exciting learning activities Year 4 has been up to this week:

The children have enjoyed interpreting and creating their own visual data representations.

Maths

This week, we wrapped up our work on multiplication and division, consolidating key skills that will support 

future topics. We have also begun exploring data representation, diving into line graphs, bar charts, and 

pictograms

Our classroom has been filled with melodies as the children practised their class songs. These have been 

recorded, and we are thrilled to announce that all recordings will be compiled into a special presentation next 

week. Stay tuned for the final product!

English

In English, our focus has been on grammar. The children have tackled:

• Parenthesis: Learning how to add extra information to sentences.

• Speech: Practising how to punctuate direct speech correctly.

• Fronted adverbials: Understanding how to start sentences in interesting ways to enhance their writing.

Art

In Art, we completed our abstract prints. The students etched intricate designs into surfaces that revealed 

vibrant wax crayon layers hidden beneath black paint. Their creativity and attention to detail have been 

remarkable!

Reading Skills

In reading, the children have been answering questions about Christmas-themed texts, developing comprehension 

skills while getting into the festive spirit.

It’s been a busy and rewarding week in Year 4. Thank you for your continued support. We’re looking forward 

to sharing more of the children’s work with you as we round off the term.

Warm wishes,

The Year 4 Team

 



 

Year 5 have officially kicked off the week in the festive season! 
In English, we began writing our Christmas narrative based on 
The Snowman. They wrote their stories and had the chance to 
peer assess one another's work . This enables them to learn how 
to give constructive feedback whilst demonstrating our 
cooperative feedback of solidarity as each pupil has good 
comments for one another. 
In Maths, we are continuing with our unit of multiplication and 
division. Pupils explored multiplying two 2 digit numbers using 
long multiplication. These skills were extended to multiplying a 
3- or 4-digit number by a  2-digit number and interpreting the 
question once these were presented in worded form.  
The PFA also came to support the pupils to create a Christmas 
present for a loved one, while we sang Christmas carols. 
We enjoyed rehearsing for our Christmas song and celebrated 
the season later on in the week on Christmas jumper day. 
At the end of the week, we enjoyed a curriculum enrichment 
day. The focus was on science, and we explored the use of 
motors in a hair dryer or boat based on models the pupils made 
themselves. Having designed their motorised product, they were 
able to test out their models and create a simple circuit. They 
evaluated their designs and shared these with their peers.
As always, we encourage pupils to try to access the home 
learning platforms such as TTRS and MyMaths. When 
homework is set, it is usually a paper hand copy . In terms of 
reading, pupils should have access to an allocated banded book 
or reading for pleasure book (from home or school). 
Alternatively, Active learn (Bug Club)is available for online 
reading books. Login details are located at the front of their 
reading records; however, pupils can get a physical reading book 
from their bookcases in class; any queries please feel free to 
speak to any member of the Year 5 team. 
We wish you all a well-rested, Christmas break.



 

This week we are building up to the end of term. Letters to 
encourage Grinch to stop being such a Scoorge, and to join in 
with the Christmas festivities in Whoville, have been planned 
ready to write. Percentages have been investigated ready for those 
Boxing Day sales (really just for mathematics purposes, but every 
little helps). We took extra time to develop epic, final light art 
pieces – which you can see below. We wrote up our findings from 
our Geography fieldwork last week. And finally, for our 
Curriculum Enrichment Day, we have designed and sewn 
miniature waistcoats for teddies or elves.
Look out for the Christmas song (Rockin’ Around the Christmas 
Tree) on our social media channels over the coming days.



Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone 
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of 
them for their achievements and thought they deserved 
an extra-special mention!

RBG Maelie For having a positive attitude and coming into school with enthusiasm.

RES Isabella-Rae For singing beautifully throughout the nativity performances and during our class 

song. 

RFK Felicity For her beautiful singing throughout the nativity performance. 

1BA Charlie For his amazing effort in the school nativity.

1EC Poppy H For her effort in the nativity. 

1LD Poppy O For always having a positive attitude and for being a lovely friend.

2RM Jack-Junior For being a brilliant director throughout the Nativity performances. 

2CH All of 2CH For their amazing effort in the school nativity.

2MF All of 2MF For their amazing effort in the school nativity.

2BG All of 2BG For their amazing effort in the school nativity.

3ML Kayson For a positive attitude this week and joining in a class discussion. 

3RS Eddie For great effort this week to improve the presentation of his work.

3SG Jacob M For his amazing effort and enthusiasm in maths this week.

3VP Emma For improving her learning behaviours and trying hard in all lessons.

4CP Sully O’H For his effort during his newspaper report.

4KC Myllen E For showing kindness to her peers and helping them when they needed support.

4MR Hannah V Z For showing self-responsibility in her learning of new maths techniques. 

5NM Antoinette For her positive attitude and commitment to all areas of learning, not shying away 

from challenges and attempting all tasks. 

5SA Dulcie K For working hard in Maths and showing improvement in her writing.

5TH Georgia For her attention to detail in her independent write.

6AB Katie C For working hard and developing independence in maths lessons.

6LC Bryce W-D For Solidarity, helping others in maths lessons.

6NB Keira S For her solidarity, supporting her peers with percentages.



All pupils at East Tilbury 
Primary have logins for Times 
Tables Rockstars and are able to 
log on at home to practice their 
times tables.









At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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