11th September 2026 WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dear Parents and Carers,

Another fantastic week has flown by at East Tilbury Primary School (where do the days go!). The
children have continued to settle brilliantly into their new classes and are thriving in their new
learning environments. It has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm, confidence and
excitement grow each day as the familiar rhythms and routines of school life begin to take shape.
We are incredibly proud of how positively they have embraced the new school year and all the
opportunities it brings.

Year 6 Residential at Stubbers

This week, our Year 6 children and staff embarked on an exciting residential visit to Stubbers
Adventure Centre. The children thoroughly enjoyed the wide range of activities, the delicious
food, and, most importantly, the opportunity to spend time together, build new friendships,
collaborate, and grow as a strong and supportive year group team. I am sure they will have plenty
of stories to share with their families once they have caught up on some well-earned sleep!

A huge thank you to all the instructors at Stubbers for creating such a memorable and enjoyable
experience, and, of course, to our fantastic staff team for their dedication and care throughout
the trip. The children were an absolute credit to themselves, their families, and the school, and
we are incredibly proud of them all.

Year group learning

In the coming week, you will receive a ‘Parent Termly Information Letter’ that outlines the
overview of your child’s learning for this half term. This document will also highlight resources
that you might like to use at home to further enhance your child’s learning. Our website is also a
great source of information for parents about our learning resources and can be found under the
curriculum tab on the school website (https://east-tilbury.osborne.coop).

ACE points
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We hope you have a good weekend,
The Leadership Team
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A Reminder About Parking Around School

We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of how they park around
the school gates and on local roads. Please help us maintain positive
relationships with our local community and, most importantly, keep our
pupils safe. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Absence

If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by no later
than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and leave a message on

the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason for absence
and when we can expect them to return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or more school
days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given medical advice that
we need to follow as a school, please bring them to the school
office for 8.15am on their first day back at school following the

injury so that we can complete a risk assessment.

Thank you for your cooperation
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Please label all children's school uniform. This helps
us return lost property to the correct child and
prevents parents from having to replace missing

uniform as often. This is particularly important as the
weather is colder and children are wearing
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling
materials. If you have any of the following items at home, we’d love to have
them:

Toilet roll tubes

Cereal boxes

Egg boxes

Any other clean, recyclable craft materials

Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school
office.

Thank you for your support!

Please ensure your child
has a PE kit in school
each day. If you are
struggling with this,

please contact Mrs Jarvis
or Mrs Allen.

Thank You
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Speech and Language Drop-in Advice
Sessions

JBNHS

NHS Foundation Trust

Do you have any concerns about your child'’s
speech? If your child is not already under the care of
the Speech and Language Services, you are able to
gain advice and support by self-referring

through: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Once you have made contact the service, they will
send a link where you can ‘choose and book’ an
appointment at a time and place that is convenient
for you and, following the drop-in session you will
be emailed with the outcome of the session and a
link to the advice that has been provided.

If you require any further information, please
contact Mrs Mylam
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Specialist
Health

Vi Siti ng Between
09:30am
Tea ';n 11:30am
Advice
= 0300 300
Line

Who Can Call?

Parents, Carers and
Professionals for Children
with additional needs that
require specialist health

advice and support, who
are currently/previously For more information on the
known to the Community Specialist Health Visiting Team,
Paediatricians. please scan the QR code.
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18th May 2026 Occupational Therapy
15th June 2026 PATT Sendias

20th July 2026
17th August 2026 No Session

INHS

North East London

NHS Foundation Trust

Has your child received a diagnosis of Autism?
Do you have questions or concerns?

The Specialist Health Visiting team Nursery Nurse and
colleagues will be available on the third Monday of each
month at the Child Development Centre, Gifford House,
Thurrock Community Hospital, Long Lane, RM16 2PX

9:30am -10:30am

Each month we will have a different topic.
Please see dates and the topic for each session.
For more information please call 0300 300 1816

INHS |

North East London

NMS Foundation Trust



Children’s Occupational Therapy NHS
Preschool Drop-in Clinic ~ Nerff2st london

What is Occupational Therapy

Occupational Therapists focus on the day-to-day activities that children
want or need to do. This often includes developing independence skills
such as dressing, participation in mealtimes, self — care, play etc.
We look at the child’s physical ability to do these activities, but we also
look at whether there are any other factors such as developmental
stage, attention or regulation which could be impacting on their ability to
engage.

Preschool Drop-in Clinic
This service is for children aged 2-5 years old who are registered with a
GP within either Basildon, Brentwood, or Thurrock. If appropriate, you
and your child will be offered a face-to-face appointment with an
Occupational Therapist. Please note we do not offer Sensory Integration

or accept to solely support an application for an Educational Health Care
Plan (EHCP).
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Please contact us to arrange an appointment on
childrensotdropin@nelft.nhs.uk

OT advice line for further assistance: 0300 300 1670




WE CAN HELP WITH

e Food

e School Uniform

* Hygiene Products
e Wellbeing

East Tilbury Primary
School

East Tilbury Primary Schools Online Pastoral
Support.

We are very excited to launch our new Pastoral
service to our school community. From today you can
access support by completing a simple and quick
online form.

We have been working hard over the last few months
to set up extra support for our families which is very
much needed at this challenging time. If you require
support, then please do not hesitate to reach out.

We are hoping this service will be a fantastic addition
to the support we can provide for our school
community. Please reach out if you need anything,
we are always here to offer you support.

To make the process simple we have created a QR
Code (at the top of the poster) which you can just
scan, and this will take you directly to the form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:

www.easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk




READERS OF
THE WEEK

Each week, teachers keep track of how many pupils
have read at home at least five times. The class with

= the highest number of regular readers is celebrated

during our Friday Celebration Assembly. Let’s keep
up the great reading habits!
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We have had an amazing first full week in reception - we
have been learning the routines, where all the resources
belong in the classroom and the rules of our school, we
are getting better day by day. We are already excited for
our second week in school. We read the story Rubys
Worry written by Tom Percival and then talked about
any worries that we might have, we decided that it is
better to share a worry with another person so that our
Wworries can go away.
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Year One have had a fabulous first full week. We have been
exploring ‘Not Now Bernard’ in Drawing Club and looking at the
composition of numbers within ten in maths. We have thought
about our favourite toys and the materials they are made from.
We have also enjoyed colour mixing and being creative in
Continuous Provision.

Yeary Jwo

This week in Year 2, we have been busy with lots of exciting
learning across the curriculum.

In our topic lessons, we have been learning about space and
exploring the planets in our solar system. We have enjoyed
discovering interesting facts about each planet and learning
about their different features.

In English, we have been reading The Smedsand the Smoosby Julia
Donaldson. We have been using adjectives to describe the main
characters. The children have shown great imagination when
choosing descriptive vocabulary.

In Maths, we have been focusing on recalling our number bonds
to 10 and 20. We have used the rekenrek to help us visualise
numbers and develop our understanding of number
relationships.
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We have had a fantastic first full week in Year 3! The children have settled
brilliantly into their new routines and have been working incredibly hard in
all areas of their learning. It has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm,
positive attitudes and willingness to challenge themselves as they begin the
new school year.

This week in English, we have been exploring The True Story of the Three

Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka, which tells the familiar tale from the Wolf's point
of view. The children have enjoyed mapping and acting out the key events
of the story and have begun debating whether the Wolf is truly innocent or
guilty of the crimes he is accused of. They have shown excellent speaking
and listening skills while sharing and justifying their opinions.

In Maths, we have started our place value unit. The children have been
exploring number lines, identifying odd and even numbers, and developing
their understanding of addition and subtraction. They have worked hard to
explain their mathematical thinking and solve problems using these key
skills.

In PE, we have begun our dance unit inspired by prehistoric times. The
children have explored how different prehistoric animals may have moved
and used these ideas to create their own movements and sequences. We also
enjoyed a team game based on the themes of hunting and gathering, which
encouraged teamwork, communication and strategic thinking.

Our new Science topic is rocks. We have started by exploring the different
types of rocks that surround us in our everyday lives, including both natural
and man-made materials. The children have been investigating their
properties and discussing how rocks are used for different purposes.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to sharing more of
our Year 3 learning with you in the coming weeks. . .




Clnss Wews
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A warm welcome to all our Year 4 parents and carers! We have
had a fantastic first week back, settling into our new classes,
getting to know one another and becoming familiar with our new
routines and class rules. In Maths, we began our learning on place
value, using Dienes and counters to represent and count numbers
up to 1,000. We also used number lines to identify and work out
intervals of 10, 100 and 1,000. In Writing, we started our new
narrative unit based on The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan. The
children used their imaginations to design their very own
mysterious ‘lost thing” and focused on using expanded noun
phrases to describe their unusual creatures in detail. It has been a
brilliant start to Year 4, and we are looking forward to all the
exciting learning ahead!

Yewr Fie

What a fantastic start! The children have settled into year 5

brilliantly, bringing so much energy and enthusiasm to their

learning.

Here is a quick snapshot of this week’s learning:

« Maths: Getting hands-on with place value using Dienes
blocks, counters, and number lines.

« English: Diving into the short filmy K", GuUU7 %Z (5 8
through creative drama and drawing.

« Science: Introducing forces and exploring the effects of
pushes and pulls.

«  Music: Comparing rock music to musicals, unpacking
different beats and harmonies.

« RE: Beginning our exploration of Jesus' teachings and their
core messages.

Thank you for your continued support at home—it’s going to be

a great term!



Clnss Wews

Following the summer holidays, the children at the Annexe have
made an excellent return to school and have quickly settled back
into their routines and learning. Transitioning back into the
environment, both classes have been working hard and have
already produced some amazing work!

In the KSI classroom, they have been focusing on reading
Fantastic Mr Fox. They are showing excellent understanding of
the text and have enjoyed echo-reading which has helped
develop their fluency, expression and confidence! They are also
diving into the wonderful topic of space and the solar system.
The children are showing lots of enthusiasm and fascination,
learning and discovering a plethora of facts about our universe!
Our KS2 pupils have been demonstrating their creativity and
complex sentence work through story writing and character
creation. We have been using The Lost Thing as our stimulus and
have worked collaboratively to develop imaginative ideas and
intriguing characters. Their engaging narratives have been
displayed through their writing, as they begin to draft their
introductory paragraphs. We have been delighted by their
enthusiasm and originality.

All the children in the Annexe have been participating in PE,
where they have showed excellent team-building skills and
communication skills. Collectively, all the children love PE and it
is such a pleasure seeing them thrive and participate with positive
energy.

We are incredibly proud of the amazing start the children have
had in the Annexe during our first week back and we can’t wait to
see what learning opportunities lie ahead.




Our ‘Stars
efforts. We are*very proud of them for their achievements and thought they
deserved an extra-special mention!

Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their

R Ary For showing self- responsibility by taking care of resources
JG a within the classroom.
RMB Lottie For being an excellent role model for her peers and always
making super choices!
RES Ruby-Rose For being an excellent role model and caring for her
friends.
ISL Kolade For being an excellent role model for his peers.
IHD Maurice For excellent engagement in his learning
1IEC Dorcus For having a great week and always completing set tasks
2SM George For trying his hardest in all lessons this week.
ILM Miah For beautiful presentation in her books and being a kind
friend.
2RS ~ Adam For excellent effort in all leesons.
3ML s I For brilliant effort in maths and excellent work with related
number facts
3CP Khadija A For increased confidence to verbalise her responses.
3MR Daniel G For showing great knowledge and understanding in Science
4NB Harry B For his outstanding effort and support of his peers.
ASA Roxxy Clifford-McGahey For showing resilience and coming into class in the
mornings with increasing.
ABA Vel For his outstanding vocabulary.
5KC Oyindolda F For settling in well new classmates and showing a great
attitude to learning.
5NM Kaleb-Christopher For demonstrating self-responsibility and handling unfamiliar situations
with impressive maturity.
5AT Elena Williams Being resilient and trying hard in all lessons.
5LC Freeda

For being a great role model and making good choices.




Thurrock

e raning | G€T INtO Teaching

Ouwr partner schools for

. 2025/2026 include:
Primary
Chadwell St. Mary, Deneholm, East Tilbury
Thameside, Stifford Clays. Horndon-on-the-hil
Stanford-le-Hope, Doddinghurst, Little Thurrock,
Arthur Bugler, Warren Primary, Bonnygate
Primary, Woodside Academy

Secondary

Grays Convent, Marshalls Park, Ormiston Park
Ac adﬂm, St. Clere’s School, William Edwards
The Gateway Academy. Brentwood County High
Hathaway Academy. Orsett Heath Academy

G«

“The Tes Institute
course was brilliant,
and | would
recommend it to others

who are thinking of
entering a career in
teaching”
- 2024 Trainee

;g‘ tes Ny

thurrockteachertrammg@osborne coop

institute




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and
age-appropriate conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

\WhatiParentsiélEducatorsiNeeditolknowlaboutay

CHARACJTERA

Character.Al is an entertainment platform where users create and chat with Al-powered characters.
These chatbots can act like existing favourite characters from movies or books, or like friends,
WHAT ARE mentors, or even romantic partners, responding in an emotional, personally engaging way. Although

T\'\E R'SKS? this can encourage creativity, it can also make a generated conversation feel like a genuine

relationship, which is concerning if it takes the place of human relationships.
- S

EMOTIONAL DEPENDENCY y
b3

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT &

Al replies are generated in real time rather than
chosen from a fully checked script. Even with safety
filters on, conversations can still move into sexual,
violent, discriminatory, or self-harm material. These
Al characters are often made by users, so a familiar
name or child-friendly description does not
guarantee that every response from the character
will be suitable for a young person.

s

A

BLURRED BOUNDARIES

Characters on Character.Al can use the language of
friendship, love, and empathy without ever feeling
= " anything. Vulnerable young people may struggle to
separate this simulation from genuine
understanding. Romantic role-play or a character
that demands attention, loyalty, or secrecy could also

_% risk distorting young people’s expectations around

Character.Al chatbots can appear endlessly
attentive, supportive, and affectionate, which is

one of the hallmarks of the generative Al models that
such companions are built on. A young person may

start turning to a character chatbot whenever they

feel lonely or upset and believe that it understands —
them better than the humans in their life. This can

become more concerning when chatting starts to /

hakts

sleep,s-.. Iwork, ies and friendships.

;S —

ﬂ ' PRIVACY CONCERNS )

2008

v Character.Al chats may feel private, especially 4 \

when a bot sounds personal and caring, but they

take place on a company'’s online systems. Users
could intentionally or unintentionally reveal their ~
name, school, location, routines, images, or
intimate concerns. Character.Al says some data
may be retained to improve its services and Al
models, so young people should never treat a

chatbot like a confidential diary.
”~ g
UNHEALTHY ENGAGEMENT

Be aware of warning signs such as secret accounts,
bypassing age restrictions, hiding phone use from
adults, chatting late at night, distress when access to
the platform or character stops, withdrawal from
other people, falling interest in school, or believing
the character is conscious. Increased use may also
signal that the young person is already lonely,
anxious, or seeking help.

consent, disagreement, and the give-and-take
involved in healthy human relationships.

| UNRELIABLE ADVICE

Characters, like other chatbot platforms, are at

~ risk of inventing facts or giving inappropriate advice

- while sounding completely confident. Characters
may also echo a young person’s assumptions instead
of questioning them. This can become particularly
risky when users rely on a character for guidance
about health, mental wellbeing, relationships, money,
or personal safety instead of checking with a credible
source or trusted adult.

./

KEEP CONVERSATIONS OPEN | PAUSE CHECK AND ASK

hef

Teach young people to pause pting an answer from characters

on Character.Al. Encourage them to check important claims againsta =
trustworthy source and ask a safe adult when the issue matters. Never use a

character as the sole source of medical, mental health, legal, financial, or

Ask what the young person enjoys about Character.Al and invite them to
show you how the platform and their favourite characters work. Useful
questions include, “Has it ever said something that felt wrong?” and
“How can you tell it doesn’t have feelings?” Avoid shaming them for

using platforms like Character.Al or making them feel there is : safeguarding advice. Remind them not to share p ds, contact detail
something wrong with them for doing so. 3 ﬂ school information, live locations, or private images.
CHECK AGE, SETTINGS & LIMITS % NOTICE AND RESPOND & =
= :
"7 character.Al's minimum age is 16 in the UK, but open-ended companion chat is Take action if chats involve sexual content, threats, coercion, abuse, self-harm “fﬂ
’ d Save rel id report the character and follow the setting's

sulegu;rdlng process; educutors should involve the designated safeguarding
lead. If anyone is in immedi emergency services. Childline is
available on 0800 1111 and the NSPCC Helpllne on 0808 800 5000.

experience built around guided ‘Stories’ and other creative or social features.
Check their current settings, never help or encourage a young person to give a
false age, and apply the same safety rules to other chatbot apps.

restricted to adults aged 18 or over. Users aged 16 to 17 receive a different ﬁ or

Meet Our Expert T\ q : Vol The

Darren Coxon is an educator with almost 30 years’ experience across teaching, .
school leadership, and governance. He works internationally, supporting schools A . thloncﬂ
and colleges with Al leadership and governance, as well as teaching the key : y CO“e e@
fundamentals of Al use and safety to educators at The National College. > 9
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See'full reference list on our website
e T VI T K T S TR

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 09.09.2026



Our school office is open
to receive calls between
8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn
€.Coop

East Tilbury Primary
School
Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18
8SB

We are also regularly
updating our
Facebook page and
Twitter feed.

Log on and have a
look!

Twitter:
@EastTPrimary

At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding
Leads (DSL) are:

« Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence:

+ Mr Gowland
« Mrs Jarvis

« Mrs Mylam
« Mrs Allen

+ Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the
school day.

Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices,
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802.
Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. - Police
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. - Childline
0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk - NSPCC 0808 800 5000
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc
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¥ Here are the opening times and
locations for our foodbank cen-
tres. Everyone who comes to the
o foodbank for emergency food
needs to have a valid foodbank
. voucher.

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilourpock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP

Weds 11:00-13:00: %9 L = 09 Q . = G High StrAdf Stdnforf Le Hope/[IEssex, S517 OEY
Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays, RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP
Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF



Osborne Term Dates for 2025-26 (Approved by Trust Board 24/09/24)
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