
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER10th January 2025

Dear Parents/Carers, 

May we start by taking this opportunity to wish you all a happy new year! Classes have settled back well 

to the normal routines of learning and the children are enjoying their lessons. 

Parent/Carer curriculum guides for the Spring term 

At the end of last term, you should have received an email containing information about your child’s 

learning for this Spring term. This document outlines the exciting areas of learning to be studied and 

useful resources to support your child’s learning at home. This document can also be found on our school 

website under the Parent tab at the top of the website: 

 

 

Message from Thurrock Food bank 

Over the holidays we received a message from the team at Thurrock Food 

bank in response to the donations given by the school community during the 

Autumn term: 

‘I'm delighted to attach your bronze certificate for the support East Tilbury 

Primary School has given to Thurrock Foodbank in response to our appeal.   

Your donation weighed in at 133.4kgs.  Please pass our thanks on to all your 

staff, parents and pupils for their kindness.  We really do appreciate your 

support for our important work with those in food poverty in Thurrock and 

know that your donations change peoples’ lives.’ 

 

Weather   
We continue to have very cold weather and as such it is important that the children are wearing warm 
coats, vests, hats, gloves, and scarves to school. We wouldn’t want any children missing out on fresh 
airtime outside because they are too cold!   

 
 

We wish you and your family a relaxing weekend ahead. 

The Leadership Team 



Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be  reported to us 
by no later than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and 
leave a message on the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, 
class, the reason for absence and when we can  expect them to 
return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or 
more school days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given 
medical  advice that we need to follow as a school, 

please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on 
their first day back at school following the injury so 
that we can complete a risk assessment.  Thank you 

for your cooperation.



Please be reminded that pupils 
should not be wearing 

jewellery to school. Children 
with pierced ears may wear 

small stud earrings but hoops 
are not permitted.

Thank you for your support

…

We are continually updating 
our OPAL resources and would 
gladly accept donations of:
• Tennis balls
• Footballs
• Bats
• Dressing up clothes
• Colouring books
• Crayons
• Big cars
• Lego 

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 
weather is getting colder and children are beginning 

to wear jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant 
number of reading books. If 
you have any left at home 
(whatever condition) from 
last academic year, please 

return them.
Thank you

Year 1 need cereal 
boxes for their work on 
sculptures next term. If 
you have any that you 
are happy to donate, 
please pass them to the 
Year 1 teachers.
Thank You 



The Snowy Day
Author: Ezra Jack Keats

When Peter wakes up one winter 
morning to find that the world has 
turned white, he can’t wait to put on 
his snowsuit and get out into the snow.
First, he experiments with making 
different shapes and tracks with his 
feet; he turns his feet outwards, then 
turns his feet inwards, then drags his 
feet s-l-o-w-l-y along the ground to 
make a very long line.

Each week we will be recommending great books 
that you can share with your children. 

Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble Magnet
Author: Zanib Mian
Illustrator: Nasaya Mafaridik

Omar has just moved into a new house with 
his family: sticky-fingered little brother Esa, 
snooty older sister Maryam and his scientist 
parents.
Going to a new school turns out to be okay, 
apart from the fact that class bully Daniel 
tells Omar that because he's a Muslim, he's 
going to be kicked out of the country and 
will have to go and live in Pakistan. 
Understandably worried, Omar asks his 
cousin if that's true, and both hope it isn't, 
because there's a distinct lack of good pizza 
there. Plus, there's mean Mrs Rogers next 
door who complains loudly about Omar's 
mum frying onions.



Makaton Signs of the week:

Why not speak with your child and see what signs they 

can remember from what they’ve already been taught?

Makaton for 'coat'Makaton for 'Bag'  - YouTube

Due to a wonderful donation from our PFA, we have been able to 
create a new sensory room.  The room is filled with different sensory 

resources to help children with their regulation. 
The children are loving this new space!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vz4FHVYRNgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QedoFbPuw6M




Week Beginning 13th January 2025 Clubs start again  

Tuesday 11th February 2025 Y6 height & weight checks

Friday 14th February 2025 Last day of Term (Non-Uniform day)

Monday 17th February 2025- Friday 21st 
February 2025

Half Term 

Monday 24th February 2025 Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week) 

Thursday 3rd April 2024 Last day of Term (Non-Uniform day) 

Friday 4th April 2025 Non-Pupil Day 

7th April 2025 – 18th April 2025 Easter Holidays 

Monday 21st April 2025 Bank Holiday – no school for pupils

Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week)

Monday 5th May 2025 Bank Holiday – no school for pupils 

Monday 12th May 2025- Thursday 15th 
May 2025

Year 6 SATS week 

Friday 23rd May 2025 Last day of Term (Non-Uniform Day)

Monday 26th May 2025-Friday 30th 
May 2025

Half Term 

Monday 2nd June 2025 Pupils back to school (Clubs are ON this 
week) 

Friday 18th July 2025 Last day of the academic year for pupils 
(Non-Uniform day) 

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd July 
2025

INSET Days (no school for pupils) 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



We have had such a wonderful start to the year!
In Maths we are exploring addition and subtraction within 20 and 
we have really enjoyed using number lines and known facts. As part 
of our English lessons, we are reading the story The Queen’s Hat 
and so far explored London and experienced a windy day!
In art we looked at a sculpture by Australian artist Samantha 
Stephenson.  We then practised rolling paper to create tubes before 
using this new knowledge to create a sculpture.  Once we had 
finished, we evaluated our work by thinking about what we liked 
about them, what we found easy or tricky and how we could change 
or improve our work if we repeated the task.
For our computing lesson, we identified what a robot is and what 
uses they may have.  We then explored floor robots and looked at 
what the different buttons might do.  We practised predicting the 
outcome of a command, matching a command to an outcome and 
then explored how to use the ‘direction’, ‘clear memory’ and ‘run 
program’ buttons. It was lots of fun using the floor robots!
We have really enjoyed welcoming the children back. Happy new 
year everyone!

We have all enjoyed being back at school this week seeing our 
friends, even if we have been a little bit tired! This week is the first 
week of a new unit, ‘Fantasy and Adventure’ where we will explore 
superheroes, dragons, monsters and many other mythical 
creatures. This week we have focussed on the story ‘Supertato’ 
written by Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet. We have been using our 
known sounds to write in a narrative style, looking closely at what 
Evil Pea has been getting up to! We have enjoyed exploring 
onomatopoeias and creating our own to explore what noises the 
vegetables might have heard.
In Maths this week we have been looking at 3D shapes and 
describing position. The children have been great at using the 
correct vocabulary to describe the properties and beginning to be 
able to explain the properties of their shape in full sentences.



 

We have enjoyed our first week of 2024 back at school. For English 
this week, we have been learning about the Chinese culture and we 
started our new book ‘The Magic Paintbrush’. We had an experience 
lesson, where we drew pictures in the sand, like the character in our 
book.
During Maths this week, we have been learning about length. We have 
been measuring different objects in the classroom in centimetres and 
millimetres.
For Science this week we were introduced to our new topic ‘animals 
(including humans)’. So far, we have looked at what animals (including 
humans) need to survive and stay healthy. We studied the healthy 
eating guide and sorted out foods to fit in the 5 main food groups.
Our history lesson this week, was an introduction to the Romans, we 
looked on google earth to find Italy and Rome. We listened to the 
Romulus and Remus myth and designed a storyboard to re-tell the 
main events from the story.
If you have any empty cereal boxes, toilet roll tubes, boxes or 
newspaper we would be incredibly grateful for your donations. Please 
drop off your donations to the year 3 teachers.
We look forward to the rest of the half-term in Year 3!

This week in year 2, we began our new unit on ‘time’. We discussed durations of time, thinking 
carefully about the difference between a task that would take minutes to complete in 
comparison to a journey that might take us hours. Following this, we created a clock as a class 
using multilink, with each individual cube representing the one-minute intervals across the 
clock. The children worked incredibly hard to recap their understanding of time from year 1 and 
will now progress their skills with the introduction of quarter past and quarter to the hour.  

Our topic this term is ‘Space’. The children were all very inquisitive when introduced to key 
elements such as the solar system and the differences in appearance between the planets. We 
completed an activity to order the planets to show their distance from the sun, ensuring that we 
had used the key vocabulary for the lesson.  

         



 

What a fantastic start to 2025! Year 4 have had a busy and exciting first 
week back after Christmas. On our first day back, we had our very first 
swimming lesson of the year. All teachers and swimming instructors were 
so impressed with our behaviour. In fact, the instructors said we were one 
of the best groups they’ve ever taught!
In Maths, we’ve been focusing on short division. We learned how to divide 
numbers efficiently and worked hard to improve our skills by using 
manipulatives to help us.
In English, we’ve started preparing to write biographies on the amazing 
inventor Nikola Tesla. We also explored how electricity impacts our daily 
lives.
In Science, we discovered how sound travels through vibrating particles 
and how our brain processes these sounds.
Lastly, in PE, we’ve been learning about volcano eruptions and beginning 
to create our own freeze-frame dance movements to represent each stage 
of an eruption. It’s been a creative and exciting way to understand this 
natural process!
It’s been a brilliant week, and we’re excited for more learning in 2025!

This week in Year Five, we have settled back into school-life 
extremely well. In science lessons, we began exploring air 
resistance, ready for our egg-drop experiment next week. In PE 
lessons we started our work in badminton, learning the basics of 
the sport and testing out these skills by hitting both shuttlecocks 
and balloons. In English we had a research-heavy week, where 
we look at popular naturists, David Attenborough and Jane 
Goodall. Next week, we are looking forward to beginning our 
work on the Ancient Maya civilisation.



 

This week in Year Six, our first in 2025, we have started our new 
term with exciting new topics. We explored our topic, the Ancient 
Greeks, and how they had major influence over our modern lives 
over 2000 years ago. We plotted some of the key events in the 
Ancient Greek history which we will explore further in the 
coming weeks and months. Elsewhere, in science as part of our 
unit Animals including Humans, we are investigating the 
circulatory system and how blood flows around our bodies 
transporting key nutrients everywhere. We looked at how the 
heart functions, pumping blood through our lungs for oxygen, 
then pumping once more to send the oxygenated blood around 
our bodies – seeing the major role arteries, veins and capillaries 
play in this system. In English, we have started an adventure 
narrative called Paperman - and in mathematics, scales of 
measurement. If you measure any lengths or ingredients at home, 
we would love for you to get your children involved – these are 
such important experiences.



Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone 
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of 
them for their achievements and thought they deserved 
an extra-special mention!

RBG Harrison For hearing initial sounds in words.

RES Joshua For excellent maths work and for using maths sentences.

RFK Rocky For participating in meaningful activities within the classroom. 

1BA Kendall For her amazing effort in Art and participating in class discussions.

1EC Verity For her independence during continuous provision. 

1LD Elena For brilliant independent writing.

2RM Abel For his effort and attitude towards reading. 

2CH Teddy For his amazing effort with his reading this week. 

2MF Jenson V For showing great progress in handwriting and towards positive learning.

2BG Emmie For her effort and attitude towards her learning and participating with all class 

discussions.

3ML Oliver For being more focused in his learning. 

3RS Eshaal For being kind, respectful and a great role model to others.

3SG Ivy-Rose For starting each day with a positive attitude and being ready to learn.

3VP Jenson For his determination and enthusiasm in lessons, especially maths. 

4CP Mia C For always being a polite, kind and hardworking member of 4CP.

4KC Jack C For showing increased effort and motivation in every lesson to complete tasks and 

improve his handwriting.

4MR Amber G For reading beautifully to the class during reading skills.

5NM Teddy S For being focussed and engaged with all of his learning.

5SA Amelia T For working well in English to create a fact file and a timeline on David Attenborough.

5TH Emmanuel For showing excellent reasoning skills in maths this week.

6AB Lacie B-S For her positive engagement and growing in confidence in maths.

6LC Isabelle H For consistently demonstrating a positive attitude to learning.

6NB Nathaniel For his outstanding attitude towards his learning.



All pupils at East Tilbury 
Primary have logins for Times 
Tables Rockstars and are able to 
log on at home to practice their 
times tables.











At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: Gateway People’s Centre, High Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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