7th November 2025 WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to everyone following the half term holiday!

Remembrance Day Next Tuesday
Thank you to all who donated to the poppy appeal this year. Children have enjoyed
wearing their poppies or related items in school. The money raised will support the

work of the Royal British Legion and benefit the families of those lost in conflict.

On Tuesday, Rev. Michelle and our yr6 pupils will be hosting a short Remembrance Day
service by the Memorial. Parent/carers are invited to attend this act of remembrance.
Please gather on the memorial from 10.45am and the service will finish shortly after
11am. i

Harvest collection
As a school leadership we want to express our sincere thanks to the families who donated

food supplies for the Thurrock Foodbank last half term. Your donations will provide

valuable support for local families and those living across Thurrock. Thank you.

We received this message from the Foodbank:

On behalf of everyone at Thurrock Foodbank, | want to extend our heartfelt thanks to

you and all at East Tilbury Primary School for your generous donations during this
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inspiring to see how schools like yours come together to teach the importance of

compassion and community action. Your efforts not only fill our shelves but also bring

hope and encouragement to those who need it most.

Parent and teacher consultations

We look forward to hosting our first parent and teacher consultations of the new

academic year on the week beginning 17 th November. Bookings are now live, and you
will have received information about how to book at the beginning of the week. If you

have any questions, please contact the school office.

We wish you a relaxing weekend ahead,

The Leadership Team



Tuesday 14th October
10-11am

Wednesday 15th October
6-'Tpm

Wednesday 12™ November
10-11am

East Tilbury
Primary School
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Absence

If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be

reported to us by no later than 9.00am

Please telephone the school, press one and leave a
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name, class, the reason for absence and when we
can expect them to return to school (if known).
Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is
absent for 3 or more school days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given
medical advice that we need to follow as a school,
please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on
their first day back at school following the injury so
that we can complete a risk assessment.

Thank you for your cooperation




Please label all children's school uniform. This helps
us return lost property to the correct child and
prevents parents from having to replace missing

uniform as often. This is particularly important as the
weather is colder and children are wearing
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling
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them:

A Toilet roll tubes

A Cereal boxes

A Egg boxes

A Any other clean, recyclable craft materials

Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school
office.

Thank you for your support!

Please ensure your child
has a PE kit in school
each day. If you are
struggling with this,

please contact Mrs Jarvis
or Mrs Allen.

Thank You




(,‘hn'”’tmas Jar Co"BOtlon

Help Us Fill the Féstive Jars! 1§ We're collecting filled
jars for our upcomlng Christmas Market, and we d love your
hvs'.-lpI :
Each jar t:an be packed with fun and festive goodies like:.
: % Sweets *

- -

® Art.supplies
& Baking ingredients
. Small toys
..or anything cheerful and creative!

If you'd like to contribute, please drop off your filled jars at the school
office.

# Got spare jars but no time to fill them? No problem! We're
also gratefully accepting empty jars to help others join in the fun.
Thank you for spreading the holiday joy! #
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dress -up day and an optional Crazy Hair Day!

= Turn your outfit around!

Be creative and a little bit silly hu wear your T -shirt, jumper, or jacket
backwards, put your trousers on back to front (if comfy!), and even wear your
backpack on your front. You could button your cardigan the wrong way or

wear your hat backwards too!

. Add some flair with crazy hair Y spikes, colours, plaits, or anything wild
that makes you smile!

The aimisto raise money for a brilliant cause while having fun and
celebrating kindness across our school community.

a
CHILDREN

r IN NEED
rWE’RE RAISING MONEY

BACKTO FRONT

WHAT? Wear your clothes and/or
assessories back to front

Aback to front T

dressupday in (BB ]C] Come to school with crazy

exchange for a %%“‘,‘,%’é%" hair

cdonationto WEAR YOUR OWN

CLOTHES
Our back to front dress up
day can be all your own
clothes - no uniform needed

ChildreninNeed.

WHY ?

We believe that every child should have
the chance to thrive and be the best
they can be.

Your support helps Children In Need to
be there for children in our local area,
changing lives where the need is
greatest.

WHEN ?

Friday 14th
November 2025

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk
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Nk e Millie Fleur Saves the Night by Sophie

| SAVES e NIGHT Anderson

A magical adventure forages 7 Y11, this
enchanting tale follows Millie Fleur as

she discovers a hidden garden where

dreams bloom and shadows whisper.

With themes of courage, friendship, and
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illustrated companion to the award
winning

Jonty Gentoo G The Adventures of a
Penguin by Ruth Quayle

8 A charming early reader (ages 5 Y 8)
<j featuring Jonty, a curious penguin who
sets off on a snowy quest to find his
, o~ -4 missing scarf. With gentle humour and
“”_ ). $70#3/"$ T$$S"23%937 "
ot e ST building reading confidence and
celebrating kindness and determination

These books and many more will be available during our
Book Fair which will be running on the same evenings as
Parent Consultations
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09:30-10:30am
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Specialist
Health

Vi Siti ng Between
09:30am
Tea ';n 11:30am
Advice
= 0300 300
Line

Who Can Call?

Parents, Carers and
Professionals for Children
with additional needs that
require specialist health

advice and support, who
are currently/previously For more information on the
known to the Community Specialist Health Visiting Team,
Paediatricians. please scan the QR code.
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Friday 14 t™ November 2025

Children in Need

- Back to Front Dress Up Day

Wi/b 17th November 2025

Parent consultation week
R,1,2 - Mon /Tues
3/4/5/6 Wed/Thurs

W/b 17th November 2025

No teacher run clubs

Friday 21 st November 2025

Year 1 Toy Workshop

Tuesday 25 ™ November 2025

Coffee with leaders Y 9.15am & 6pm

Friday 28 ™ November 2025

PFA Christmas Event

Monday 1 st and Tuesday 2 " December 2025

Reception Library Visits

Wednesday 3rd December 2025

Panto

Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th December 2025

R/1/2 Christmas performance week

Thursday 11th December 2025 2.30pm

Rocksteady children performance

Thursday 11th December 2025

Christmas Jumper Day

15thw/b December 2025

No teacher run clubs this week

Monday 15 ™ December 2025

Year 5 Imperial War Museum Visit

Wednesday 17 " December 2025

Christmas Dinner Day Y Christmas Dress

-Up Day

Monday 22nd December 2025
2026

Y Friday 2nd January

Christmas Holidays

Monday 5th January 2026 Y INSET day

INSET day

w/b 5th January 2025

No teacher run clubs this week

w/b 12th January 2026

Teacher run clubs start back.

Tuesday 13th January 2026

Year 4 start swimming

W/b Monday 16th February 2026

Half Term

Monday 23rd February 2026

Trust Day

Tuesday 24th February 2026

Young Voices @ 02

w/b Monday 9th March 2026

Parent consultation week
R,1,2 Mon /Tues
KS2 Wed/Thurs

Monday 30th March 2026 Y Friday 10th April 2026

Easter Holidays

Monday 4th May 2026

Bank Holiday

w/b Monday 25th May 2026

Half Term

Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Year 6 swimming

Wednesday 8th July 2026

Open Evening

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026

INSET days




WE CAN HELP WITH

e Food

e School Uniform

* Hygiene Products
e Wellbeing

East Tilbury Primary
School

East Tilbury Primary Schools Online Pastoral
Support.

We are very excited to launch our new Pastoral
service to our school community. From today you can
access support by completing a simple and quick
online form.

We have been working hard over the last few months
to set up extra support for our families which is very
much needed at this challenging time. If you require
support, then please do not hesitate to reach out.

We are hoping this service will be a fantastic addition
to the support we can provide for our school
community. Please reach out if you need anything,
we are always here to offer you support.

To make the process simple we have created a QR
Code (at the top of the poster) which you can just
scan, and this will take you directly to the form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:

www.easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk




READERS OF
THE WEEK

2RS
&
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Each week, teachers keep track of how many pupils
have read at home at least five times. The class with
/’k the highest number of regular readers is celebrated

/ during our Friday Celebration Assembly. Let’s keep

v

up the great reading habits!




We have had a busy first week back in Reception,
in phonics we have been focusing on the sounds
¢ and k. We are continuing to blend the sounds
together to make words.

In Maths we have been focusing on number 3,
we have been making three from numicon
matching the amount to the numeral, writing
number 3 and we played musical numbers.

In topic we have learnt all about Guy Fawkes and
how he tried to blow up the Houses of
Parliamentonthe 5 ™ Of November.

Year (e

We have enjoyed our first week back at school after the break.
This week in Year 1, we have been writing about fireworks, we
have been using our senses to explore what we can see, hear and
smell during Bonfire night. We have also enjoyed creating

firework artwork using different media. In maths, we have been
learning all about numbers to 20; we have made number lines

and explored one more and one less. In music, we enjoyed
exploring the glockenspiels again and keeping a steady beat.
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Clnss Wews
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Autumn term, we have been consolidating our learning from the

previous half term. In mathematics, we have been looking at

using our addition and subtraction skills to solve worded -

problems. This has included looking and matching bar models to

guestions to consider whether we need to add the two parts to

find the missing whole, or take a part away from the whole to

find the missing part! In English, we have been writing a

guestion -and -answer brochure with Neil Armstrong sharing

details on what inspired the first man on the moon.

We have also started rehearsals for our Nativity performance,
learning the songs and actions Y we cannot wait to master it and
show off our skills in early December!
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3 #9) O /913923F- 239%3 3' 3#. 4

N#f 2 5. .1% 5.24. *. .1 )Yid4dfr! 0 7! 3" 34
by exploring travel brochures. The children have enjoyed

analysing how language and layout can tempt readers to visit

. 6-73f!10 ).237!1937"'"1 2y <""1Ff! 0 9#.9)
persuasive powers to the test by creating our very own travel

brochures hu each one promoting a theme park designed by the

children themselves!

Our new science topic, Forces, has kicked off with lots of hands -
on fun. The children have been investigating how different

forces hu like pushes and pulls  hu can affect the movement and

shape of objects.

| R93#2F 5.24. *. .1 -'"12"$7)937F!0
value. The children have been practlsmg reading, writing, and
comparing numbers, and using their skills to solve problems with
increasing confidence. This strong foundation will support all
areas of their mathematical learning.
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Closs Vews
Year, Fire

Y5 have had an interesting start to Half
Term 2. On Tuesday morning,
Reverend Michelle was in school and
talked to our year group about the
parables Jesus told, with a focus on his
stories about kindness. This was very
useful as our focus in RE this week was
about Christian attitudes to kindness
and grief. Science for this half term is
‘The Earth in Space' and we began by
doing a practical activity which proves
the Earth is spherical

Yoo St

This week, our new RE unit began with a special visit from
Reverend Michelle, who brought in fascinating historical religious
artifacts from the local church. It was a wonderful way to connect
our learning with real 5" %$) #7P 23" %7 9! ) 3%9)r 37
started exploring how light helps us see. We were able to carry out
mini experiments to see how our eyes react to light and darkness.
Maths lessons have focused on long division with a twist: using
decimals as remainders. This has helped us understand how
division applies to money and everyday life. Our music session was
full of creativity as we explored sounds from different cultures. We
especially enjoyed linking these to Disney characters, discovering
both familiar and new tunes. We also held our first rehearsal for the
upcoming remembrance service. The children showed great focus
and respect as we prepare for this important event next week. To
end the week, we were able to dive into the life of Anne Frank by
going on a virtual tour of the annex she and her family were hidden
in. A brilliant start to the half term!
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RJG Bonnie For orally blending cvc words
RMB Maurice For his hard work and effort in Phonics lesson
every day.
RES Oscar For always working hard in phonics.
1SL Rocky For his increased interactions with his peers.
1CD Zayd For working ?ncredibly hard to improve his
reading at school and at home
1EC Amiyah For all her effort during the nativity rehearsal
2BG Evie For her amazing effort in her writing this
week.
2NB Leo S For his outstanding effort to listen and learn
across the week.
2RS Lenni For her great effort in writing this week.
3TG Teddy For his improved attitude and hard work this
week.
3MR Robyn W For being very helpful and respectful in class
to her peers and adults.
3CS Abraham C For using his phoniqs spund_s_ to attempt
spellings in his writing
AML Aeva - raine For her confidence iq perfor.ming to the class
in English
4CP Raye H For ncreased confidence within her Maths
group
4BA Ahmed For his effort and resilience in Maths this week.
4KC Noah S For always being regdy to learn and trying his
best in every lesson.
5SG Ezekiel A For working really hard to learn his times
tables
5SA Rithika -Rai G For outstanding artlstlc_contrlbutlons in Englis
and science
SLC Jacob A For great work in maths
6AB Finley T For being supportive to his peers
6TH Georgia Presenting beautifull pieces pf work in music
and science this week
6NM Inaaya For increased confidence in her Maths

application
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All pupils at East Tilbury
___TA ' E7< Primary have logins for Times
PAOS % IS®S  Tables Rockstars and  are able to
PR W\,‘ log on at home to practice their
times tables.
Congratulations to all the winning classes!!

3rd November - 7 November 2025

3rd November - 7 November 2025

3rd November - 7 November 2025
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3rd November - 7 November 2025
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3rd November - 7 November 2025
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3rd November - 7 November 2025
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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Pokémon TCG Pocket is a mobile version of the hugely popular Pokémon Trading Card Game, downloaded
over 100 million times on Android and iOS. Players collect cards, battle others online, and open packs of
cards — known as booster packs - to expand their decks. While the core game can be fun and helps
T\-\E R,SKS? develop tactical and numeracy skills, its design encourages spending and can feed addictive behaviours —

making it important for adults to understand the risks.

WHAT ARE

ENDLESS PACK LOOPS

New themed sets of cards are released
each month, ranging from around 85 to \
over 370 cards per expansion. This constant
cycle encourages players to keep opening
packs in an effort to complete collections or
improve their battle decks, potentially
promoting unhealthy spending habits. With the
introduction of limited-time booster packs,
some players may feel increased pressure to
collect these cards while they're still available.

ADDICTIVE PACK
__ OPENING

Booster packs rely on probability to provide rare
or powerful cards. The excitement of opening
them - and the dopamine rush when finding a
sought-after card - can become addictive.
Unlike purely cosmetic loot boxes, the cards
here are integral to competitive gameplay,
adding extra pressure for serious gamers to
collect more.

1 AR
QUICK BUT ABSORBING

Card battles last around five to six
minutes, making it easy to fit in “just one
more game”. This quick format, combined
with the drive to win, can lead to prolonged
play sessions and increased screen time
without noticing. With limited-time Ranked
Match seasons constantly being refreshed - an
opportunity to accumulate points and earn
profile emblems - players may find themselves
drawn into this game mechanic repeatedly.

L

PREMIUM PASS
PRESSURE

A monthly subscription gives players access

to " A , and an extra

COST OF BOOSTER
PACKS

Although free to play, with set rewards
and two free booster packs given daily, players
can exchange Poké Gold if they wish to open
more, and a small amount of Poké Gold is
rewarded for free as the player levels up. Poké
Gold is also sold in bundles that are often just
short of what players need to open extra packs,
encouraging them to buy additional bundles.

TWAVA. N\ |=E
COMPETITIVE
ONLINEPLAY ¢ &,

Interactions in Pokémon TCG Pocket are
relatively safe — there’s no messaging between

daily booster pack. Missions and rewards are players, friend requests require player approval,
replaced each month, providing an incentive to no real names are used, and card trading is
stay subscribed. While some premium rewards restricted to fair trades between friends. On the
are exclusive, others are available through free ¢ other hand, the competitive nature of online
play — making the pass more about faster \ play can still cause frustration,

progression and obtaining cosmetic items than over-investment, and isolation if children spend
true necessity. too much time focused on the game.

~—— 7 3
MONITOR SPENDING HABITS o PLAY TOGETHER

Set clear boundaries around in-game purchases. Treat Poké
Gold as an occasional rather than routine reward, helping
children develop healthier attitudes towards digital spend.

Card battles can help children learn tactics, problem-solving, and
rule-following, as well as numeracy skills. Playing alongside them is a
great way to share in their enjoyment, while also modelling balanced
play and keeping an eye on how much they're investing in the game.

2 W N R v

TEACH FAIRNESS

Losing a battle can be discouraging, especially when money has been
spent on collecting the cards to build a deck. Support children in recognising
the importance of fairness, learning from both wins and losses, and making
considered choices when trading cards.

-

¥ SET REALISTIC EXPECTATIONS

Talk about the unpredi nature of b packs and prepare

children for disappointment when duplicates appear or rare cards don't

surface. Understanding probability can help minimise disappointment — use the
- game’s built-in offering rates guides to find out more about it.

ay | TN
Meet Qur Expert

Dan Lipscombe is a videogame journalist and children’s book : " o
author with over 15 years of experience. Specialising in technology — i ” thlondl
and gaming, he has written extensively on how digital platforms \ A ]
affect young people and has been playing games for more than = -
three decades.

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday " @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.10.2025






