7th March 2025 WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been another busy week at East Tilbury Primary School with lots of positive lear
and behaviour taking place.

World Book Day

This week, the children particularly enjoyed World Book Day yesterday. It was great to see
many children dressed up in their favourite book character costumes and for us as a sche
community to celebrate and learn more about the wonderful world of book Please do look uj
our Facebook page to see more of the fun activities the children were involved in yesterday.
children joined national events and celebrated the joy and fun of readinghank you also to a
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Parent/Teacher Consultation meetings save the date

Our teacher parent/carer consultation meetings will take place intwo weeks, so please put the
following dates in your diaries:

Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 will take place on Monday and Tuesdaf} &718" March.
YR, Y1 and Y2 will take place on Wednesday and Thursday' 19

& 20" March (

. o =, O
The booking system is all online via your MCAS app and you . -
should have received an email with instructions for how to \J /’%

A\

book on. The meetings will be faceo-face and take place in
our school hall.

Meeting slots will be after school, and we look forward to meeting with you so that we can
I Rt et t W Yel WHGE R erdundidéledgroentlatséhéollRiedde tbatdictithe office i
you have any problems booking on.

We hope that you have a relaxing weekend ahead,

School Leadership



If your child has an injury and has been given

medical advice that we need to follow as a schooal,
please bring them to the school office for 8.15am on
their first day back at school following the injury so
that we can complete a risk assessment.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Absence

If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by

no later than 9.00am . Please telephone the school, press one and
$.94. 9 R.2290. '! 3#. 4'f-.R9FP$ *'6
class, the reason for absence and when we can expect them to

return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or
more school days without reason.




Please label all children's school uniform. This helps
us return lost property to the correct child and
prevents parents from having to replace missing

uniform as often. This is particularly important as the
weather is colder and children are wearing
jumpers/cardigans to school.

We are missing a significant Slesee be merrrde] e

number of reading books. If pupils should not be wearing
you have any left at home jewellery to school. Children
(whatever condition) from with pierced ears may wear
last academic year, please small stud earrings but hoops
return them. are not permitted.

Thank you Thank you for your support

We are continually updating
our OPAL resources and would
gladly accept donations of:
Tennis balls

Footballs

Bats

Dressing up clothes
Colouring books
Crayons

Big cars

Lego

Please ensure your
child has a PE kit in
school each day. If you
are struggling with this,

please contact Mrs

A
A
A
A
Jarvis or Mrs Allen. A
A
A
A

Thank You




Pecommended, Peady

Each week we will be recommending great books
that you can share with your children.

The Footballing Fairy

Author: Elli Woollard

lllustrator:  Irina Avgustinovich
Publisher : Magic Cat

Femi the fairy adores playing football and
spends all her spare time honing her ball skills.

If she - 9 ! findBa football, Femi kicks whatever
2#. -9! [FI)YTF [ % R 3#. @F!
poisoned apple.

However, the folk of Fairyland are up in
arms when she boots an enormous pumpkin
into a huge bowl of soup during a party. The

King banishes her from the castle and tells her

to practise more  appropriate fairy  activities,
such as flying and flitting, rather than shooting
and kicking.

@) ron, Z%L"é“éﬁ’.;"‘fa??:,"’“ OF ChARALIRRS The Day My School Got Famous
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Author: Jen Carney
Publisher: Puffin

> . %%fF 2z 2 !brother/Nile2cBeatd$  mess
and chaos wherever he goes. Ferris feels bad for
himthat # . 2@ with his mum and brother,

but # . Adrving him mad! When an

unexploded Second World War bomb is
discovered under their school, 3#. 72 %. td'
spend more time together at home, and

Ferris - 9 ! sit 8hd draw peacefully. Also, Ferris
Is worried that his beloved younger foster sister
will be adopted by another family, while all Nile
wants to talk aboutis the bomb. Can the foster
brothers find a way to exist in peace?
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World Hearing Day

On 3" March we raised awareness for people for who are hearing impaired. In assembly this week, the
children learnt what it is like to have a hearing impairment.

I n Key Stage 1, they |listened to thep <

dinosaur who wears a hearing aid. The dinosaur faces danger because he = DEAF

cannot hear and his friends help to rescue him. The children then tried to 4 ]

understand what Mrs Mylam was saying through lip-reading; the children tried \ \ V’

really hard! x N jack

- Vool gt g

In Key Stage, Ms Webb visited pr A\ e |
from the Hearing Impairment P Xk DM RN

Department at St Cleres. She explained why people are deaf,
the resources they rely on and how others can help
communicate with them. The children were very interested and
| asked lots of questions.

Following the assemblies, the children learnt to sign their names. Feel free to practise with them at home
using the alphabet below.
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iy Dodles

w/b 10th March 2025

Science Week

w/b 17th March 2025

No teacher run clubs this week

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th March
2025

KS2 Parent Consultations

Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th
March 2025

EYFS and KS1 Parent Consultations

Tuesday 1st April 2025

Spring Production for Year 3,4 and 5

Cast A, approx. 9.15 Y 10.15
Cast B approx. 1.45 Y 2.45

Wednesday 2nd April 2025

Spring Production for Year 3,4 and 5

Cast B, approx. 9.15 Y 10.15
Cast A approx. 1.45 Y 2.45

Thursday 3rd April 2024

Last day of Term (Non  -Uniform day)

Friday 4th April 2025

Non -Pupil Day

7th April 2025 Y 18th April 2025

Easter Holidays

Monday 21st April 2025

Bank Holiday Y no school for pupils

Tuesday 22nd April 2025

Pupils back to school (NO clubs this week)

Monday 5th May 2025

Bank Holiday Y no school for pupils

Monday 12th May 2025
May 2025

- Thursday 15th

Year 6 SATS week

Friday 23rd May 2025

Last day of Term (Non - Uniform Day)

Monday 26th May 2025
May 2025

- Friday 30th

Half Term

Monday 2nd June 2025

Pupils back to school (Clubs are ON this
week)

Friday 18th July 2025

Last day of the academic year for pupils
(Non -Uniform day)

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd July
2025

INSET Days (no school for pupils)




WE CAN HELP WITH

e Food

e School Uniform

* Hygiene Products
e Wellbeing

East Tilbury Primary
School

East Tilbury Primary Schools Online Pastoral
Support.

We are very excited to launch our new Pastoral
service to our school community. From today you can
access support by completing a simple and quick
online form.

We have been working hard over the last few months
to set up extra support for our families which is very
much needed at this challenging time. If you require
support, then please do not hesitate to reach out.

We are hoping this service will be a fantastic addition
to the support we can provide for our school
community. Please reach out if you need anything,
we are always here to offer you support.

To make the process simple we have created a QR
Code (at the top of the poster) which you can just
scan, and this will take you directly to the form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:

www.easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk
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URASENS BISING

THE DRAGON YOS
CATCHER B

LAST YEAR YOUR SUPPORT HELPED DONATE
£5.3M IN FREE BOOKS TO SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE
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Illustrations from Beastie Bros © David O'Connell, 2025.
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llustration from When Fish Finger Froze by Michelle Robinson

and Tom Knight © Tom Knight, 2025.

Illustration from My Big Fat Smelly Poo Diary © Jim Smith, 2024.

Available from 24* February
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Dig block shoped like ;i ;
o gold bar with 2 =

- 4 i
‘ p \“‘ Y-,' Moon Magi
3 #r.

Y $ £9.98 £6.99

N

N EVALLE £14.99 £10.99 £8.99 N

Pieces of pyrite,
chisel and brush

EVERY BOOK YOU BUY EARNS FREE BOOKS FOR OUR SCHOOL
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THE HIDDEN KINGDOM

Foom the A a

best -salling susthon N

KATIE ' KIRB

£7.99 £4.99 £8.99 By

Art from Unico: Awakening © Gurihiru and Tezuka Productions Co., Ltd.

Payment at our Book Fair HELP EARN EREE BOOKS

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to

«  You may pay by card at the Fair via card reader machines if schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
your school has one or by using the online payment link at as many children as possible have access to books that
www.travellingbooks.co.uk/pay and simply selecting your support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
school from the drop down menu. Book Fair, you help to make a difference by supporting

Pre-paid gift vouchers are available in £5, £10, £15, £20 and Iteracy In yourchild's setting. Last ysar, with your help, we
£25. Go to www.travellingbooks.co.uk/gift-vouchers to buy
vouchers for your child before the Fair.

If you can’t attend the Fair in person, your child can order @ @ : m

books via a Wish List - pl k hool for details.
OOKs viaa Is Is please ask your school Tor detaiis oo G oo
0o oo

gave over £5.3M worth of free books to schools nationwide,
which stocked school libraries and classrooms.

*Free books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for details.
All books subject to availability. Book range may vary. A Warning: Not suitable for children under 3. Small parts.



Clnss Wews

This week in Reception we have been reading

3#. *' ' 1 ZKP%93.2 <'4. O!).
Freedman and Ben Cort. We have danced like

pirates and made trophies out of junk

modelling.

We have been learning about numbers up to 15
in maths and have been using bricks to see if we
can share them equally between 4 or 5.

We had a great day dressing up for World Book
Day and we all looked amazing. We also had
some amazing potato book characters brought
in that we made at home. We joined with year 3
so that we could share some books together
which was fun.

Yewy (e

What an exciting week we have had!

In Geography this week, we discussed our local area before using
Google Earth to identify key places in East Tilbury before

labelling them on a map. We found out what an aerial view is and
then created our own maps.

In maths we have been looking at methods of finding out the
difference between two given numbers including using physical
resources such as multilink cubes and drawing representations of
the numbers before comparing them.

In PSHE we have been identifying our strengths and interests and
the n considered what jobs we might like to do in the future.



Clnss Wews

This week in year 2 we started our new writing unit about plants. Our focus is on

exciting, carnivorous plants this term that use a range of tricks to capture their food

sources such as the Venus Flytrap and Pitcher plants. The children worked in pairs to

hunt for facts around the classroom and recorded their favourite ones to embed

within their information text plan next week.

In Science, we set up an experiment to test if materials were waterproof or not.

E#F $) %. ! 5' %1.) ¢!).(.!).13%$7 3' R91. ‘! /"' %R.)
already learnt and then tested these.

Our PSHE learning linked in with Maths this week as it was all about money

awareness. As a class, we discussed what we would buy if there were no money

limitations. Next, we decided what we would buy for a range of given amounts,

5#f $23 )f2-"22¢f10 3#. -'1-.(3 '] Z-9%./"$ 2(.!)

Yeary Tovee

This week in maths year three have begun to revisit
fractions in maths and have been practising writing and
drawing fractions.

In English we have continued our sentence stacking lesson
I % " "% ! 9%%937F 4. ZN#. 3%". 23' %

Year 3 have also been practising our songs from Shakespear
rocks in preparation for our performance with Year 5 later
this term.

Our week has been even more exciting as we have dived
headfirst into the world of reading. We have created our
own bookmarks, drew our favourite characters from our
favourite books and lots of us even made our own character
potato, which looked amazing. Almost amazing as all the
children & World Book Day costumes.

Now we are looking forward with excitement and
anticipation for science week next week. '



Yewy Fouy

In computing, the children have been
learning how to design a program that
includes count controlled  loop and
debug any issues. This uses Turtle
Academy or FMS logo to create
commands inorderto make a pattern.
We even attempted to create a wrapping
paper design.

Multiplication tables check - The DfE

dates

ZM-#'"'"%$2 R"23 9)Rf!F23.
the multiplication tables check within the
2-week period from Monday 2 June

Ob0ObZ

Therefore, the year 4 children will be
sitting the times table assessment
between Monday  2th June and Friday
13th June.

Yeay Five

Weekly News from Year 5

What a fantastic week we've had! In Science, we
ventured into the exciting world of day and

night, discovering how the Earth's rotation
creates our daily rhythms. The pupils were
curious and keen to explore how these concepts
affect us all.

In Maths, we continued our fun with fractions,

. learning how to find fractions of different

B quantities. We also took a dive into percentages,
helping to reinforce their understanding in a
practical way.

This week in English, pupils had the chance to
put their thinking caps on for independent
writing, showcasing the grammar and writing
skills they've developed over the term. Our
rehearsals for "Shakespeare Rocks" are in full
swing, and don't forget to send in those costumes
andprops Y5. -9!'z3 5973 3' 2.
creativity shine!

A massive thank you to all for the wonderful
effort on World Book Day!

\ =


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check

Clnss Wews
Yeary Sty

This week, which has truly felt like the beginning of spring

despite it being weeks away, we celebrated World Book Day
across the school, and Year 6 was no exception. The day was full
of events, inspired by mainly two books: Who Let The Gods Out
by Maz Evans and Little Badman by Humza Arshad. Who Let The
Gods Out was the focus of our door displays, with the cover,
Elysium and Stone Henge (where Thanatos was held) being the
three elements. Pupils made wanted posters and thunderbolts to
display on these doors. Inspired by wannabe rapper slash
megastar Badman, the pupils created a rap and drama piece to
suit the book Y some were so sick (good in gangster talk
apparently; not puke) that they were worthy of a mic -drop
(apparently what rappers do when they perform to the top level).
We also made book covers of our favourite books to display in
the corridor.

We also loved the potatoes creatively decorated at home and have
celebrated these here! We look forward to introducing British

Science Week from Friday (7 th March) and cannot wait to see

entries into the poster competition

Ready, ————
Respect!
Safe




C" UStars
over and above in their efforts. We are very proud of
them for their achievements and thought they deserved
an extra -special mention!

(=)
RFK
1BA
1EC
1LD
AR
2CH
2MF
2BG
3ML
3RS
3SG
3VP
4CP
4KC
4MR
5NM

5SA

5TH
6AB
6LC
6NB

Wyatt
Henry
Simon
Rylee
Joseph B
Leon
Flint
Archie M
Faith
Michael
Dilreet
Bella
Archie C
Elsie H
Phoebe A
Ruby C
Henry G
Abigail

Kymani PP
Kaiden McV
Frank H
Hajra |
Kezia H

Weekz 9 %. 3#. -#7f %) %. !

For hearing and saying the initial sounds in cvc words.

For settling well in his new class and making lots of friends.

For writing his name on his own and becoming more independent as a writer.
For his amazing contribution during Maths discussion.

For his improved attitude to his learning.

For ordering the letters in his name.

For his engagement with and enthusiasm towards writing this week.

For working extremely hard on his reading this week to move up a book band.
For her outstanding work and beautiful handwriting in English this week.

For his amazing work and attitude in all his subjects this week.

For always challenging herself and trying her best at everything.

For trying her best in all lessons.

For settling in well to East Tilbury Primary School.

For her effort and enthusiasm when rehearsing our Shakespear rocks songs.
For her consistent effort across her lessons.

For trying her best in all lessons.

For trying his best in all lessons and giving lots of good answers.

For composing an exciting adventure story, applying writing features to create det:
description and tension.

For making positive choices in class.

For effort in his writing.

For showing resilience and pride in his handwriting and presentation.
For having a positive attitude to learning across the curriculum.

For her brilliant effort across the curriculum.



All pupils at East Tilbury

Primary have logins for Times
Tables Rockstars and are able to
log on at home to practice their
times tables.

3ard March - T March 2025

A EP w D D =D

3rd March - 7T March 2025

ron B « ED « DD

3rd March - 7 March 2025

3rd March - 7T March 2025
voc (D o KX oo




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

HNOLOGY TO
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The way we engage with text has changed dramatically over the years. Whether reading captions on social mediq, instructions
in a video game or an e-book on a digital device, technology plays a major role in modern literacy. While traditional books
remain invaluable, digital tools can enhance reading skills by making text more accessible, interactive and engaging.

1 CHOOSING THE RIGHT o y ¢ SUBTITLES AND
TYPE OF TEXT CLOSED CAPTIONS

Before integrating technology, consider the types btitl
of text that a child engages with. If they need help
on occasion, digital reading pens can assist by
scanning and reciting words or sentences. These
tools are especially useful for students with reading
difficulties, and can even be used in exams if they're
part of their routine learning process. Proper
training and practice are required, but they can be
a great help when tackling printed text.

2 READING ON SCREEN

Many devices now allow users to customise
text for better readability. Adjusting font type, size
and background colour can significantly enhance
comprehension. For many readers, white text on a
black background is the easiest to see, whereas
other styles — such as dyslexia-friendly fonts — are
designed to help those who are struggling.
Teaching children how to personalise text settings
on their devices empowers them to read more
comfortably and with greater confidence.

Watching videos with st or
captions is an effective way to enhance reading
skills. As children watch their favourite shows or
online videos, they can follow along with the text,
gaining a better understanding of how written words
sound when spoken aloud. This is particularly
beneficial for reluctant readers, as it exposes them to
words in a familiar, engaging context. Repeatedl|
watching content with subtitles reinforces word
recognition and comprehension.

. a | Ve 3

7 USING AUDIOBOOKS = Y

Audiobooks are an 1t way to develop
listening and reading skills simultaneously.
Children can follow along with the text while
listening to a narrator, reinforcing word recognition
and fluency. For struggling readers, listening to an
audiobook before attempting to read the text
independently can boost their confidence and
comprehension.

O m 1 e

3 ACCESSIBILITY Tﬁ(‘)hOI:S Nc TEXT-TO-VOICE i
Most modern devices include built-in tool (1 y 2 TECHNOLOGY

designed to support readers. These features
can be found in Settings under Accessibility and
may include text-to-speech, speech-to-text and
screen magnification functions. Enabling these tools
can make digital reading more user friendly,
especially for children with learning difficulties or
visual impairments, who might have an easier time
with spoken language than the written word, or who
might simply require a closer look at the text.

Text-to-voice software reads digital text aloud,
making it easier for learners to follow along. Most
smartphones, tablets and computers come with
this function built in. When enabled, users can
highlight a passage or sentence and press Play to
hear it read aloud. This tool is particularly helpful for
auditory learners and those who struggle with
decoding written words.

y & in un

g VOICE-TO-TEXT FOR
WRITING AND READING

Voice-to-text tools allow users to dictate words,
which are then transcribed into text. This feature
helps children see the connection between spoken
and written language. By using text-to-voice to
have their dictated words read back to them,
learners can identify mistakes and improve their
reading and writing skills simultaneously.

L

{6 SOCIAL MEDIA AND
PARENTAL CONTROLS

While social media provides opportunities for
reading, most platforms have age restrictions of
13-16 years old, making parental guidance essential.
Many social media videos include captions and
comments that can encourage reading. However, it's
important to use the platform’s parental controls
storytelling, puzzles or problem-solving often (such as time limits and content filters) to create a
include large amounts of text — encouraging safe and educational online environment for
children to read these texts aloud or discuss them N children. Encouraging responsible social media use
can improve their comprehension and vocabulary in . can ensure a balanced and productive approach to
afun, engaging way. digital literacy.

1 W
Meet Qur Expert

Catrina Lowri is a qualified special needs teacher and experienced
SENCO. She recently launched her own site, Neuroteachers, which offers
a library of short, ‘how-to’ and explanation videos for educators. Catrina
also writes and delivers online training and events for multi-academy
trusts, businesses, schools and training organisations.

e

4 INTERACTIVE READING
PROGRAMMES

Many digital reading devices, such as Kindle
and other e-readers, offer features like word
highlighting, adjustable text speed and built-in
dictionaries. These tools help learners to break
down complex words and phrases while
maintaining an appropriate reading pace. Some
programmes even allow users to track their
progress, making reading a more structured and
motivating experience.

VIDEO GAMES AND ﬂ
5

READING SKILLS

Many video games requwe players to read
instructions, cha logues and mi: 1
objectives, making them an unexpected but
effective literacy tool. Games that involve

e The
nesdly, [

X @wake_up_weds I3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 05.03.2025




e raning | G€1E INtO Teaching

. 2025/2026 include:
Primary
Chadwell St. Mary, Deneholm, East Tilbury
Thameside, Stifford Clays. Horndon-on-the-hil
Stanford-le-Hope, Doddinghurst, Little Thurrock,
Arthur Bugler, Warren Primary, Bonnygate
Primary, Woodside Academy

Secondary

Grays Convent. Marshalls Park, Ormiston Park
Academy, St. Clere’s School, William Edwards
The Gateway Academy. Brentwood County High
Hathaway Academy. Orsett Heath Academy

«

“The Tes Institute
course was brilliant,
and | would
recommend it to others

who are thinking of
entering a career in
teaching”
- 2024 Trainee

;g‘tes

institute thurrockteachertrammg@osbome coop




At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding
Leads (DSL) are:

A Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated
staff who can deputise R! 3#. : . F)3.F-#. %22 F*

A Mr Gowland
A Mrs Jarvis

A Mrs Mylam
A Mrs Allen

A Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the
school day.

Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices,
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802.

<?P. %0.!'-7 F"37 M.FfVY? | /"% ""3 '"[| #'

Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you

P%. -'1-.%!.) F -#R$) ! ..)2 RPT.)R
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www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

f8‘8"‘db HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE
IN CRISIS
it
E == 3 LOCATIONS
? 4 g Here are the opening times and
= : T e locations for our foodbank cen-
s, MR s 9 Ll tres. Everyone who comes to the
: - / foodbank for emergency food
S Jil S St T . needs to have a valid foodbank
b Q@ ~ voucher.

Tues 14:0016:00:{ 1 ® al NBE Q& / KdzZNOK KI f GraysRMIA6EX | NB Qa
Tues 11:0a13:0Q St. John the Baptist Church, Tilburfdock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP

Weds 11:0013:00:%9 L = 09 Q . = GHigh-Sthekst, Stanféid L& Hdpe, Essex, SS17 OEY
Weds 13:0014:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Ave@rays RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:0613:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:0013:0Q All Saints Church of England, Foyle D®¥eOckendon, RM15 5HF
Fri10:12:00{ G ® { G6SLIKSyQa / KdzZNOK 2F 9y 3t yRzZ [2YF
Sat 09:3011:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4
Sat 10:0012:00All Saints Church of England, Foyle DSteOckendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:0612:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centr&37Bondon Rd, RM175Y



