
A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

School News

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER3rd July 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been another busy week at school with lots of exciting learning taking place.

Meet the new teacher
There was a positive atmosphere across the school on Thursday morning as children in our 
current reception to year 5 spent the morning with their new teacher. The children spent time 
getting to know the teacher, as well as the teacher getting to know them. The children completed a 
range of activities designed to start preparing them for the year ahead. All the teachers 
are very excited for the start of the new school year in September! Year six have spent this week 
transitioning to their new secondary schools, feedback from the staff was positive and we are proud 
of how resilient they have been. In addition, they represented the school, themselves and their 
families through exceptional behaviour demonstrating the cooperative values.

Open Classrooms Evening Wed 8th July, after school-3.30-5 and 5.45-7.15pm
On Wednesday 8th July (3.30-5 and then 5.45-7.15pm), classrooms across the school will be open 
to exhibit work. Please enter via the silver or blue gates for the 3.30 slot at either end of the 
school and then use the office entrance – exit via the office. For the 5.45 slot please enter and exit 
via the school office. You are also welcome to introduce yourself to your child’s next teacher. Please 
be mindful that there will be other parents in the classrooms with you so your conversations with 
staff won’t be able to be formal as we cannot offer privacy. If you require a more private 
conversation, please make an appointment through the usual channels. You are more than 
welcome to see the whole school as you move through the building, particularly our exhibition in 
the hall. Teachers will be stationed in their current classrooms. We ask that you are not on the site 
between 5 and 5.45 to allow staff a short break. We look forward to welcoming you into the school.

Staff update
At this time of year, it is important to recognise the contribution of all staff who have helped make 
another academic year such a success. We would particularly like to thank those colleagues who are 
moving on to new opportunities.
Mrs Jones will be retiring after more than 20 years at the school. During her time here, she has 
worked across the school, supporting both children and staff with her dedication, positivity and 
can-do attitude. We thank her for her many years of service and wish her a long and happy 
retirement.
Mrs Carter will also be leaving us this summer to begin a new role. Having spent many years at the 
school, primarily in Key Stage 1, she has made a significant contribution to both the children’s 
learning and the development of our humanities curriculum. We thank her for all she has done 
and wish her every success in the future.
Mr Murphy, our Annexe teacher, will be leaving us after two years in the role. We are grateful for 
his commitment and the support he has provided to pupils in the Annexe, and we wish him well 
for the future.
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Hobbs back from maternity leave. She is already looking forward 
to working alongside Mrs Donovan in their Year 1 class next year.
Finally, we are pleased to welcome two new members of staff to our teaching team for September: 
Mr Taylor (5AT) and Miss Moody (2LM). We look forward to them joining our school community

We wish you all a relaxing weekend ahead,
The Leadership Team



If your child has an injury and has been given medical advice that 
we need to follow as a school, please bring them to the school 

office for 8.15am on their first day back at school following the 
injury so that we can complete a risk assessment.  

Thank you for your cooperation

Important Information

Absence
If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by no later 
than 9.00am. Please telephone the school, press one and leave a message on 
the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason for absence 
and when we can  expect them to return to school (if known).
Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 3 or more school 
days without reason.

A Reminder About Parking Around School
 

We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of how they park around 
the school gates and on local roads. Please help us maintain positive 
relationships with our local community and, most importantly, keep our 
pupils safe. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

September 2026 Reception Intake

The closing date for Reception 2026 applications 
was 15 January 2026. However, please don’t let this 

discourage you from applying — we still have a 
limited number of places available.









Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling 
materials. If you have any of the following items at home, we’d love to have 
them:

• Toilet roll tubes
• Cereal boxes
• Egg boxes
• Any other clean, recyclable craft materials
Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school 
office.

Thank you for your support!

We need you… 

 Mud Kitchen Donations 
Needed! 

We’re on the lookout for any old 
pots, pans, baking trays, and plastic 
or wooden utensils to help stock our 
mud kitchen! If you have any kitchen 
items you no longer need, we’d love 
to give them a second life in our 
outdoor play area.

Please label all children's school uniform. This helps 
us return lost property to the correct child and 

prevents parents from having to replace missing 
uniform as often. This is particularly important as the 

weather is colder and children are wearing 
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Please ensure your child 
has a PE kit in school 
each day. If you are 
struggling with this, 
please contact Mrs Jarvis 
or Mrs Allen. 

Thank You 



Speech and Language Drop-in Advice 
Sessions

Do you have any concerns about your child's 
speech? If your child is not already under the care of 
the Speech and Language Services, you are able to 
gain advice and support by self-referring 
through: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Once you have made contact the service, they will 
send a link where you can ‘choose and book’ an 
appointment at a time and place that is convenient 
for you and, following the drop-in session you will 
be emailed with the outcome of the session and a 
link to the advice that has been provided.

If you require any further information, please 
contact Mrs Mylam

SEND in Focus
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Diary Dates 
W/B 6th July 2026 Last week of Teacher run clubs 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Open Evening 3.30-5pm, 5.45-7.15

Thursday 9th July 2026 Rocksteady finale concert - 2pm

Thursday 9th July 2026
Year 6 camp out (set up Wed 8th and 

event continues during day on the 10th)

Friday 10th July 2026
Y4 Ancient Egyptian Curriculum Dress-

up day

Friday 10th July 2026 Yr 1 Beach Day

Thursday 16th July 2025 Party with the PFA event

Friday 17th July 2026 Year 6 leavers play AM -  times tbc

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 

2026
INSET days 



Please find more information about this on our school website or 

Facebook Page. 



1CD 
& 
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Year One
This week in Year 1, the second half of us enjoyed our amazing trip to 
Hyde Hall. We loved exploring the gardens and discovering all the 
different plants. On Thursday, we had a very exciting day of meeting our 
new Year 2 teachers. We enjoyed meeting our new teachers and making 
new friends in our new classrooms. In maths, we have been learning about 
capacity and distance and comparting the two. We went outside and had a 
race to see how much we could fill up a container by working as a team. 
Then we also measured the distance we could throw by using metre sticks 
and measuring to the nearest metre. 

In geography, we have been learning about coasts and lighthouses. We 
then made lighthouses together using a range of materials and applying 
our art skills.

We are looking  forward to our enrichment day next Friday 10th July. We 
will be having a beach day experience. Please don’t forget to bring a hat 
and apply suncream as it is expected to be a hot day. `
 

Class News
Reception 
This week in Reception we have been basing our drawing club around Mr 
Benn the Zookeeper. We drew our own versions of Mr Benn as well as the 
setting and thinking of what new animal should visit the zoo! 
In Maths we have been revising a few different things including subitising, 
number bonds and doubles. 
As part of our curriculum this week we used the plans we had already 
created to make salt dough models of different animals. We had to think 
carefully about what shapes we needed to make and how we were going to 
attach everything together. 
On Thursday, the children enjoyed meeting their Year 1 teachers and 
spending the morning in their new classrooms. 



Class News

Year Two

This week in Year Two, we had the exciting moment of seeing our new, 
incredible Year Three teachers. During our learning week, we have been 
compiling our research about our Venus Flytrap’s into non-
chronological reports, which we are excited to publish and share at next 
Wednesday’s open evening.
Elsewhere, in mathematics, we have been consolidating our 
understanding of the three timestables, so we cannot wait to share and 
show off these skills on Times Table Rockstars!

Year Three

Following on from our exploration of Katherine Rundell’s The Explorer, the children 
have been busy writing their own informal letters this week. They have been 
working hard to perfect their writing style while putting themselves directly into the 
shoes of the characters: Fred, Lila, or Con.  To help guide them, we completed a 
fantastic shared write together as a class. The children showed wonderful creativity 
in matching the tone of the characters, and we look forward to continuing next week 
when we will be proofreading and editing our work to make it the absolute best it 
can be.

In maths, we have been diving into short multiplication and the children have made 
some truly amazing progress! At the beginning of the week, a few children found it 
tricky and were getting a bit confused by mixing up the column method for addition 
- sometimes adding their numbers halfway through the multiplication process. 
However, through perseverance and practice, they are now able to successfully spot 
their own errors and make the right corrections independently. We are so proud of 
their resilience!

During our Foundation lessons this week, we spent time in PSHE exploring our 
unique personal strengths and celebrating what makes us special. In Science, we 
wrapped up our current topic by consolidating all of our knowledge about plants, 
looking closely at what they need to grow and thrive.

We are incredibly excited about our upcoming Curriculum Day next Wednesday! As 
part of our learning, the children will be getting hands-on in the kitchen to make 
traditional Brazilian Cheese Bread (Pão de Queijo).
Important Reminder: Please make sure that all consent and dietary letters have been 
completed and returned so your child can fully participate in this tasty cooking 
activity!



 

Year Four
Year 4 have enjoyed a fantastic Creative Week! In Art, we 
designed our own Ancient Egyptian canopic jars and used 
clay to sculpt the animal heads, carefully adding details 
and shape. In DT, we began constructing the chassis of our 
slingshot cars, developing our measuring and building 
skills. In Maths, we explored 3D shapes and their 
properties, identifying faces, edges and vertices and 
comparing different solids. In Computing, we designed 
our own games using Scratch, learning how to code 
characters, movements and interactive features. The 
highlight of the week was our Transition Morning. The 
children were excited to meet their new teachers, visit 
their new classrooms and learn more about Year 5. It was 
wonderful to see such enthusiasm for the next step in their 
learning journey!

Class News



 

Year Six

This week in Year 6 has been full of excitement and new experiences. Our 
transition days at our new secondary schools gave everyone a first taste of 
what September will bring, and it was wonderful to hear how confident and 
inspired the children felt afterwards. Back at school, we continued 
rehearsing for our leavers’ performance, adding more refined energy, 
expression and teamwork each day. In geography, we explored population 
distribution across the UK, which opened our eyes to the diverse regions 
and counties that make up England and helped us understand why people 
live where they do. We also spent time organising our tent groups for next 
week’s camp-out, building excitement as we prepare for an evening of 
teamwork, independence and outdoor fun. It’s been a busy, positive week, 
and Year 6 continue to impress us with their maturity and enthusiasm as 
they move towards the end of their primary journey.

Class News
Year Five
This week, Year 5 has enjoyed another exciting week of learning across the 
curriculum. In DT, we explored the nutritional value of different 
ingredients by comparing minced beef, Quorn, lentils and mushrooms 
before designing eye-catching labels for our homemade Bolognese sauce. 
The labels included ingredients, nutritional information and creative 
illustrations. In History, we delved into the fascinating world of Viking gods 
and Norse mythology, discovering how the Vikings believed their gods 
influenced many of their everyday decisions. In Maths, we continued our 
work on shape by drawing symmetrical shapes on isometric paper, with the 
children enjoying the challenge of creating accurate geometric designs. In 
Science, we began our learning about puberty, where pupils approached 
discussions with maturity and respect as we explored the physical and 
hormonal changes that occur as children grow and develop. Well done to 
everyone for another fantastic week of learning!



Reach for the Stars
Our ‘Stars of the Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their 
efforts. We are very proud of them for their achievements and thought they 
deserved an extra-special mention!

RJG Arlo For showing resilience during phonics

RMB Charlie For his consistent effort with reading both at home and at school.

RES Thea For completing an amazing task with her new teacher. 

1SL Tommy M For is amazing effort during his independent write.

1CD Harrison For showing resilience, kindness and hard work

1EC Charlotte For always being a positive role model and trying her best

2BG Isabella For being supportive of her peers.

2NB Isabella T For her outstanding behaviour across the week

2RS Lexi For her excellent effort when playing rounders this week.

3TG Ronnie For showing incredible bravery and confidence during transition. 

3CS Aron A For persevering in maths and moving on from 2-digit to 3-digit short 
multiplication 

3MR Jaxson For always being kind, caring and hardworking.

4ML Louie For his focus when completing his independent write. 

4CP Ivie For resilience to create her own diary entry in English

4BA Leila
For consistently putting in excellent effort in every lesson.

4KC Esmae
For being a good role model in all lessons.

5SG Luke T For his effort and progress made during afternoon interventions.

5SA Archie C For focusing in lessons and making positive choices all week

5LC Ronnie N For working hard in maths lessons and tutoring sessions

6AB All of 6AB For showing maturity and resilience during transition week.

6NM All of 6NM For showing maturity and resilience during transition week.

6TH All of 6TH For showing maturity and resilience during transition week.





At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSL) are: 

• Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated 
staff who can deputise in the Headteacher’s absence: 

• Mr Gowland
• Mrs Jarvis
• Mrs Mylam 
• Mrs Allen
• Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the 
school day.
 
Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about 
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, 
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802. 

Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468. · Police 
Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you 
are concerned a child needs immediate protection. · Childline 

0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

 

Tues 14:00-16:00: St. Mary’s Church hall, St. Mary’s Church, Dock Rd, Grays, RM17 6EX.

Tues 11:00-13:00: St. John the Baptist Church, Tilbury, Dock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP 

Weds 11:00-13:00: %9L=O9Q .=GHD=ӐK !=FLJ=ӅHigh Street, Stanford Le Hope, Essex, SS17 0EY 

Weds 13:00 -14:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Avenue, Grays,  RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:00-13:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:00-13:00: All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Fri 10:12:00: St. Stephen’s Church of England, London Rd, Purfleet, RM19 1QD

Sat 09:30-11:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4TP

Sat 10:00-12:00:All Saints Church of England, Foyle Drive, Sth Ockendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:00-12:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centre, 79-83 London Rd, RM175YF

.

Keep in Touch

Our school office is open 
to   receive calls between 

8:30am and 3pm.

Tel: 01375 846181
Email:office.etp@osborn

e.coop

East Tilbury Primary 
School

Princess Margaret Road
East Tilbury, Essex, RM18 

8SB

We are also regularly       
updating our 

Facebook page and 
Twitter feed.  

Log on and have a 
look!

Twitter:  
@EastTPrimary
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