13th February 2026 WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a busy week in the run up to the half-term break. Children
and teachers have been working hard and there has been a positive
learning atmosphere across the school.

It has been great to have so many of our Reception and Year 1 parents
and carers attending the phonics lessons. We hope that you
have benefitted from attending. We will certainly be running further
opportunities for events like this across the school. -

Positive Relationship _and Behaviour _Policy Et

As a school we are reviewing our positive relationship and behaviour
policy. To ensure that we capture the voice of all stake holders we would
like to invite parent/carers to join the Leadership Team in reviewing the
policy and ensuring that we continue to build a joined-up approach.

Please look out for the invitation next half term.
A few save the dates!

ParentConsultationevenings Mon 9t -Tuesl10h y3, y4, y5 andy6
(10-minute appointmentsin the dancehall studioc Wed11 andThursl2h yR y1 andy2
more details to follow straight after half-term

break)

SportsDay Wed 17 June9.30-10.30amyR
(takesplaceon the Field,parents/carerscanwatch- Wed 17 Junel.30-3pm y3&4
more detailsto follow) Fri19n June9.30-11lamy1&2

Fri19 Junel.30-3pm y5&6

Keeping safe online

This week the children joined thousands of schools across the country in
learning about how to remain safe online. On the next page is a useful
tool for parents to use as conversation starters with your children around
keeping them safe in the online world:

We wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break and look
forward to seeing you all again on Tuesday 24t February,

The Leadership Team



10 Key messages to share
with your child

However and wherever you have a conversation with your chid, here are 10 top
tips you can share to support them in staying safe online.

*You can always come to me if
Sccsiiconl This is the most
important thing to let your child
know, and a way to give them
confidence to speak to you when

deal with upsetting
experiences online.
*Remember that not everyone is
who they say they are oniine.”
Remind your child to always tell an
adult if anyone they only know online
makes them feel uncomfortable,
or asks to meet up or share
personal information or images.

safe, and other people's 100."
This includes full names, contact
details, and real-time locations.

Remind them if it's not okay offiine...

“Think before you post.”

Help your child to be aware that
their online actions can have
consequences for themselves
and others.

Asking for, and recening penmission
from others online is important
before sharing images, adding
people into group chats, etc.

“Remember not everything is
Re sl Help your chid to

be a critical thinker to find
accurate information.

“The things other people post
online might not always show
what their life is really lke.”
Reassure your chiid that nobody's
ife is as perfect as it may seem
online, and judging yourself
against other's onliine ives isn't a
fair comparison.
“Recognise how going online
makes you feel and take a break
when you need 10" BT ges )
may need support in doing this,
such as timers and reminders.
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A Reminder About Parking Around School

We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful of how they park around
the school gates and on local roads. Please help us maintain positive
relationships with our local community and, most importantly, keep our
pupils safe. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Absence

If your child is too ill to attend school, this must be reported to us by no later
than 9.00am . Please telephone the school, press one and leave a message on
the voicemail box stating your child’s full name, class, the reason for absence
and when we can expect them to return to school (if known).

Home Visits will be carried out for any child that is absent for 8 or more school
days without reason.

If your child has an injury and has been given medical advice that
we need to follow as a school, please bring them to the school
office for 8.15am on their first day back at school following the
injury so that we can complete a risk assessment.

Thank you for your cooperation
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, CHANCE TO SHINE
STREET

WEEKLY INDOOR SESSIONS

FUN, FAST AND FREE

NO EXPERIENCE OR EQUIPMENT NEEDED
WEAR WHAT YOU WANT

QUALIFIED COACHES
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FUN INDOOR CRICKET ACTIVITIES AND GAMES
5.00-6.00PM EVERY TUESDAY DURING TERM TIME
FOR AGES 8-16
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME

TREETOPS SCHOOL SPORTS HALL
TREETOPS APPROACH, GRAYS
RM16 2WU

RUN BY ESSEX CRICKET IN THE COMMUNITY, FUNDED BY CHANCE TO SHINE

TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD SCAN THE QR CODE ABOVE OR CONTACT
IAN.GRAY@ESSEXCRICKET.ORG.UK



EAST TILBURY SCHOOL PFA | |

PRESENT — sy

OMMUNITY

SATURDAY 16TH MAY, 2026

START AT 11:00 AM | SCHOOL GROUNDS

SIGN UP FEE : £10 PER PARTICIPANT

T-SHIRT | SPONSOR FORM | EYEWEAR | MEDAL

East Tilbury PFA are planning to hold a community Colour Dash (run) event on the
16th May 2026 to raise money for the benefit of the children at East Tilbury
Primary School. As part of this fundraising event, we are looking for members of
the Thurrock community to have a board outside their house advertising the
Colour Dash. Proudly sponsored by our local estate agent, Curtis Johnson.
The more boards we have around Thurrock, the more money we will raise. It will
also spread the word in the wider community to promote the event & encourage
participants from across the borough.

Would you be willing to have a board?

Sign up by scanning the QR below or using this link:

https://forms.office.com/e/KaruTW9hJg

Summer Community Colour Dash -

Sponsors advertising board

[=] e s [

CURTIS JOHNSON
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Please label all children's school uniform. This helps
us return lost property to the correct child and
prevents parents from having to replace missing

uniform as often. This is particularly important as the
weather is colder and children are wearing
jumpers/cardigans to school.

Our Year 1 classes are getting creative and are in need of junk modelling
materials. If you have any of the following items at home, we’d love to have
them:

A Toilet roll tubes

A Cereal boxes

A Egg boxes

A Any other clean, recyclable craft materials

Please hand them in to the Year 1 teachers or drop them off at the school
office.

Thank you for your support!

Please ensure your child
has a PE kit in school
each day. If you are
struggling with this,

please contact Mrs Jarvis
or Mrs Allen.

Thank You
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Speech and Language Drop -in Advice
Sessions

JBNHS

NHS Foundation Trust

Do you have any concerns about your child's
speech? If your child is not already under the care of
the Speech and Language Services, you are able to
gain advice and support by self-referring

through: drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Once you have made contact the service, they will
send a link where you can ‘choose and book’ an
appointment at a time and place that is convenient
for you and, following the drop-in session you will
be emailed with the outcome of the session and a
link to the advice that has been provided.

If you require any further information, please
contact Mrs Mylam


mailto:drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk
mailto:drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk
mailto:drop-in@nelft.nhs.uk

Specialist
Health

Vi Siti ng Between
09:30am
Tea ';n 11:30am
Advice
= 0300 300
Line

Who Can Call?

Parents, Carers and
Professionals for Children
with additional needs that
require specialist health

advice and support, who
are currently/previously For more information on the
known to the Community Specialist Health Visiting Team,
Paediatricians. please scan the QR code.




_ W
Autism Post Diagnosis Support
19" January Occupational Therapy

16" February Communication, Speech and
Language

16" March Feeding and Eating
20™ April Toileting

NHS |

North East London

NMS Foundation Trust

Has your child received a diagnosis of Autism?
Do you have questions or concerns?

The Specialist Health Visiting team Nursery Nurse and
colleagues will be available on the third Monday of each
month at the Child Development Centre, Gifford House,
Thurrock Community Hospital, Long Lane, RM16 2PX

9:30am -10:30am

Each month we will have a different topic.
Please see dates and the topic for each session.
For more information please call 0300 300 1816

INHS

North East London

NS Foundation Trumt
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W/b Monday 16th February 2026

Half Term

Monday 23rd February 2026

Non Pupil Day

Tuesday 24th February 2026

Young Voices @ 02

Monday 2nd March 2026

Y3 Roman Villa Workshops

Thursday 5% March 2026

World Book Day (more details to follow)

w/b Monday 9th March 2026

Parent consultation week
KS2 Mon /Tues
R and KS1 Wed/Thurs

Wednesday 25t March 2026

Spring Production (AM and PM)

Thursday 26t March 2026 Spring Production (AM and PM)
Frivay=27h March 2026 PFA Easter Disco
— CANEETTED DUE TO LACK OF
[ VOLUNTEERS —
Monday 30th March 2026 — Friday 10th |Easter Holidays
April 2026
Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday
w/b Monday 25th May 2026 Half Term
Tuesday 2nd June 2026 Year 6 swimming
Wednesday 8th July 2026 Open Evening
Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st July 2026 |INSET days




WE CAN HELP WITH

e Food

e School Uniform

* Hygiene Products
e Wellbeing

East Tilbury Primary
School

East Tilbury Primary Schools Online Pastoral
Support.

We are very excited to launch our new Pastoral
service to our school community. From today you can
access support by completing a simple and quick
online form.

We have been working hard over the last few months
to set up extra support for our families which is very
much needed at this challenging time. If you require
support, then please do not hesitate to reach out.

We are hoping this service will be a fantastic addition
to the support we can provide for our school
community. Please reach out if you need anything,
we are always here to offer you support.

To make the process simple we have created a QR
Code (at the top of the poster) which you can just
scan, and this will take you directly to the form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT:

www.easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk




READERS OF
THE WEEK

Each week, teachers keep track of how many pupils
have read at home at least five times. The class with
/’) the highest number of regular readers is celebrated

/ during our Friday Celebration Assembly. Let’s keep

-

up the great reading habits!




' Clnss Wews

This week in Reception we have been reading the story lost and
found by Oliver Jeffers. We have created our own penguins
using tubes and shown our own artistic flair with our designs.
In Phonics we have learnt the sounds ng, ai and ee and have
enjoyed showing our adults how much progress we have made
in our reading!

Here are some of the penguins we have made!

This week, Year One really enjoyed their visit to the church. We
learnt about what happens at the church and the different
symbols in the church. We liked seeing the stained-glass
windows and learning what they showed pictures of. We enjoyed
singing some hymns with Reverand Michelle. We also enjoyed
seeing the horses on the walk to the church.

We have also made our own cars in DT. We enjoyed joining the
wheels and making sure they rolled when we pushed them. We
applied our learning about axles and axle holders. Then we
decorated them with coloured paper and card, paper plates and
other resources. :




Clnss Wews

Writing: Fact-Finding with Cheetahs.

In our writing sessions, we have been busy crafting non-
chronological reports all about the world’s fastest land
animal: the cheetah! The children have learned how to
organise their writing using subheadings, introductions,
and "Did You Know?" boxes.

Yey Juwo

Mathematics: Mastering Regrouping.

In Maths, we’ve moved on to more complex addition.
The children are learning how to add two-digit numbers
using regrouping. This is a big step in their learning
journey! We've been using base-ten blocks to "swap" ten
ones for one ten whenever our total hits double digits.
Their perseverance in tackling these tricky "carries” has
been wonderful to see.

Geography: Exploring Kenya!

Our Geography lessons have taken us deep into the heart
of East Africa. We’ve been distinguishing between...
Physical Features: Such as the towering Mount Kenya, the
vast Rift Valley, and the sunny Indian Ocean coastline.
Human Features: Like the bustling city of Nairobi.

The children have been comparing these features to our
own local area, spotting some very big differences (we
haven't found many acacia trees in the school playground

yet!).

We hope you have a restful half term, and look forward
to seeing you on Tuesday the 24th



Clnss Wews

Year 3 Art & DT Sculpture Day

Year 3 spent the day exploring how to build 3D
sculptures using card shapes. In the morning, the
children experimented with different construction
techniques, including balancing pieces, cutting slots
to join shapes, and making them stand freely by
spiralling, arching, concertina-folding, and bending
the card. They investigated how each method
changed the stability and appearance of their
structures.

In the afternoon, the class arranged their finished
pieces into an interesting group display. They then
created observational sketches, focusing especially
on the negative space — the shapes and gaps formed
between the sculptures — to help them see their
work from a new artistic perspective




Clnss Wews

We’ve had another wonderfully busy and productive
week in school, and the children have continued to
impress us with their enthusiasm and hard work. Our
swimming lesson was a real highlight once again, with
growing confidence and skill shining through from all
pupils.

In maths, we have been recapping and consolidating the
wide range of skills we’ve learned so far this year. The
children have shown great determination as they
revisited key concepts and applied them in different
ways. In English, our sentence stacking lessons have
continued, inspired by the story Iron Man. The class has
enjoyed exploring the language, structure, and
atmosphere of the text while developing their own
writing.

Geography has taken us deep into the world of volcanoes
and mountain ranges. The children created an impressive
double page spread explaining how volcanoes are formed
and identifying major mountain ranges around the globe.
In PSHE, we focused on the importance of teamwork and
the benefits of working together effectively. This linked
beautifully with PE, where the children worked in groups
to create a dance representing the different stages of a
volcanic eruption.

The children have also worked incredibly hard during
their assessments this week. We are very proud of them.
Year 4 have lots of lost property from swimming, please
see the Year 4 teachers.

Yewr Fouy

Wishing you all a lovely, restful half term.



Class Vews
Year Fico

A huge congratulations to our pupils for completing
Assessment Week with such resilience and
determination — we are incredibly proud of them. This
week in Year 5 has been full of creativity and discovery:
in Art, pupils explored the Italian technique of
chiaroscuro, using charcoal and tape to create striking
3D initials through positive and negative space; in
French, they extended their knowledge of healthy and
unhealthy foods by writing sentences in both the
positive and negative form; in PSHE, we discussed the
importance of rail safety given our proximity to the
local station; and in Science, pupils designed and tested
their own filtration systems to investigate how mixtures
can be separated. Rehearsals for our upcoming
production, Rock Bottom, are going brilliantly — please
send costumes in by Friday 6th March and encourage
children to continue practicing their lines over half term
ready for our return on 24th February. Dance routines
will be shared on Google Classroom for everyone to
enjoy and practice at home. We wish you a restful and
well-deserved break!

Muddy Mixture
Stone
Gravel

Chalk
Sand

Cotton wool

Cleaner, flltered



Closs Hews
Yooy St

This week in Year Six, we began the week by
creating a water level monitor using the
Micro:bits, which is similar to how a flood-
defence system would work. We adapted
code and explored using broken and
complete circuits to have three levels of
warning signal. On Wednesday we
completed our half-termly curriculum day,
where we made a variety of playground
structures using saw, glue guns and other
resources to make these as solid as we could.
It has been another positive half term for
Year Six, and we would like to thank you for
your continued support.




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heailth and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

=«FOSTERING/ASENSE(OF! BEL@NGING

] Feeling a genuine sense of belonging is essential for the emotional and social development of children and young people. Belonging significantly
¢ boosts self-esteem, resilience, and mental wellbeing, reducing feelings of isolation and anxiety. This guide provides practical strategies to help
parents and educators cultivate inclusive environments, enhancing both academic outcomes and overall happiness among young people.

i CELEBRATE INDIVIDUAL
/ DIFFERENCES

Acknowledge and celebrate the uniqueness of
every child. Promoting diversity and inclusion
~~ creates an environment where differences are
valued rather than stigmutised This
1ce emp to itly

- exprerss their identities and feel genuinely
H included, fostering a robust sense of belonging

gy

within both school and home settings.

5 CONSISTENT
COMMUNICATION

y communi and actively listen to
chlldren, showing genuine interest In their
thoughts and experiences. Creating open
communication channels helps young people
feel heard and valued. This approach not only
builds trust but also reinforces children’s
per of th lves as a vital part of their
fumlly, school and community.

B |
MEANINGFUL
PARTICIPATION &2

Give children opportunities to actively
participate and contribute, whether in
classrooms, at home, or in community
activities. Meaningful participation helps
children feel their input matters, reinforcing a
sense of purpose and value. Including them in
d ions and responsibilities enh their
s=msssms=  self-worth, promoting a deeper sense of
belonging and inclusion.

3

4 FOSTER STRONG
RELATIONSHIPS

support and encourage positive relationships

peers, ed and families. Strong,
heaithy relutlonshlps significantly lmpuct a
child's sense of belonging, providing
support and reducing teellngs of loneliness.
Facilitate social interactions through group
activities, t k, and ive learning
to strengthen these vital connections.

CREATE 8
® INCLUSIVE SPACES Q

Design environments that reflect diversity and
are welcoming for everyone. Inclusive spaces
where all children see themselves represented
can dramatically improve thelr 1eellngs of
sofety and
F , books, and that

vurious cultures, abilities, and backgrounds to
visibly reinforce inclusivity and belonging.

Meet Our Expert

T I E

s
MODEL POSITIVE s _ &
S BEWAVIOUR | %@

Adults pluy a crucial role by demonstrating

pathetic, and respectful
behuvlours Modelling positive interactions and
attitudes sets a clear standard for children to
follow. Children are likely to replicate inclusive
behaviour, creating a supportive community
atmosphere where everyone feels accepted and
valued for who they are.

7 BUILD EMOTIONAL
LITERACY

Teach and encourage emotional expression

and und ding among children. Developing

emotional literacy young peopl to

articulate their feelings and emputhise with

others. An emotionally intelligent enwronment
Itivates mutual respect and comp ),

fosterlng a deeper sense of belonging and

| connection withing

an 'y

SUPPORT PEER
8 MENTORSHIP (<)

Encourage peer mentorship or buddy systems
wilhin educutionul settings. Peer support

er of cor and
security, reduclng feelings of isolation. When
children support one another, they naturally
build community bonds, nurturing a supportive
culture where b ing and friendship thrive.

A -
RECOGNISE EFFORTS
REGULARLY

Consi ly ach ledge children's

contributi and s,
small. Recognition reinforces a child's
understanding that their presence and efforts
are important. Celebrating individual and
collective successes helps cultivate a positive
envil where children feel ack ledged
motivated, and deeply connected to peers and
adults around them.

A - '
{0 ADDRESS BULLYING

PROMPTLY '1
Quickly address any incidents of bullying.

Promptly intervening demonstrates a clear
commltment to an inclusive and safe
envir Cr i g a I where i
are swiftly and eﬁectlvely addressed reinforces
trust, security, and a sense of belonging for

everyone involved.

ir {4 L4

9

The

Anna Bateman is Director of Halcyon Education Ltd and Director for
Wellbeing and Family Services at Leigh Trust. With extensive experience in
systemic mental health in schools, she supports educational leaders across
the UK to develop inclusive, resilient, and supportive learning environments.
Anna is also the lead expert for mental health at The National College.

National

College’

L v G )
Source: See full [e_jre;ie_n‘c.e‘ list on guide page at: nationalcollege.com/guides/fostering-a-sense-of-belonging R\
: wke P

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o' @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 07.05.2025




Our ‘Stars

>

Week’ are the children that have gone over and above in their

efforts. We are*very proud of them for their achievements and thought they
deserved an extra-special mention!

RJG

Dylan

For using his phonics to write phrases

independently
RMB eymaes For his great effort and progress with his name
writing and handwriting this week.
RES Poppy For having an amazing week.
ISL Isabella-Rae For her improved attitude to her learning.
1CD Andie For her enthusiasm for reading
1EC Arnold For always being a positive role model
9BG e For his amazing attitude towards his learning
this week.
2NB Dylan For his amazing column addition skills.
9RS Scott For demonstrating perseverance in maths this
week.
3TG Sophia For her hard work in Maths this week when
multiplying by ten.
3CS e )R For seeking help when she needed support and
applying her new learning independently
3MR Annie C For improving her reading this week in
Nurture Group and trying her best.
AML Riley For being a positive role model and always
demonstrating self-responsibility.
4CP Jacob M An amazing double page spread in Geography
ABA Agr e For always trying his best and showing
enthusiasm for his learning.
AKC Zidane For consistently trying hard in all lessons.
_ For showing self-responsibility and always
585G Taliah taking pride in her presentation across all
subjects.
5SA Tdle] For showing selfesponsibility and makin
positive choices.
5LC Bailee T For great art work using the Italian technique of
chiaroscuro
6AB Raissa For her effort in maths tutoring
6NM Raibah For consistently demonstrating the schools' co-
operative values
6TH Kaiden McMahon For showing huge improvements in the

accuracy of his proof-reading




Thurrock

e raning | G€T INtO Teaching

Ouwr partner schools for

. 2025/2026 include:
Primary
Chadwell St. Mary, Deneholm, East Tilbury
Thameside, Stifford Clays. Horndon-on-the-hil
Stanford-le-Hope, Doddinghurst, Little Thurrock,
Arthur Bugler, Warren Primary, Bonnygate
Primary, Woodside Academy

Secondary

Grays Convent, Marshalls Park, Ormiston Park
Ac adﬂm, St. Clere’s School, William Edwards
The Gateway Academy. Brentwood County High
Hathaway Academy. Orsett Heath Academy

G«

“The Tes Institute
course was brilliant,
and | would
recommend it to others

who are thinking of
entering a career in
teaching”
- 2024 Trainee

;g‘ tes Ny

thurrockteachertrammg@osborne coop

institute




At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding
Leads (DSL) are:

A Mrs Dawson

Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated
staff who can deputise R! 3#. : . F)3.F-#. %22 F*

A Mr Gowland
A Mrs Jarvis

A Mrs Mylam
A Mrs Allen

A Mrs Sheridan

Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the
school day.

Worried about a child? You can phone or write to MASH about
your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent.

Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices,
New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, Tel: 01375 652802.

<t . %0.!' -7 F"37 M. FTY | /"% ""3 " /[ #'

Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you

P%. -'1-.%!.) F -#R$) ! ..)2 RPT.)R
bdbbh bb bb 555x-#R$) $R! . x' %Ox" 1 E

www.nspcc.org.uk; www.facebook.com/nspcc

faL HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE
IN CRISIS
T
; 4 . . LOCATIONS
Q xl) B R - Here are the opening times and
< ) 0 e locations for our foodbank cen-
R e W e e 7 ey tres. Everyone who comes to the
: Q. o o foodbank for emergency food
- | 7 ... ' needsto have avalid foodbank
6 Q  voucher.

Tues 14:0016:00:{ 1 ® al NBE Q& / KdzZNOK KI f GraysRMIA6EX | NB Qa
Tues 11:0a13:0Q St. John the Baptist Church, Tilburfdock Road, Tilbury, RM18 7PP

Weds 11:0013:00:%9 L = 09 Q . = GHigh-Sthekst, Stanféid L& Hdpe, Essex, SS17 OEY
Weds 13:0014:30: Sockets Heath Baptist Church, Premier Ave@rays RM16 2SB

Thurs 11:0613:00: St. Francis Centre, Somerset Rd, Linford, SS17 0QA

Thurs 11:0013:0Q All Saints Church of England, Foyle D®¥eOckendon, RM15 5HF
Fri10:12:00{ G ® { G6SLIKSyQa / KdzZNOK 2F 9y 3t yRzZ [2YF
Sat 09:3011:30: Emmanuel Church of England, Sleepers Farm Rd, Chadwell St. Mary, RM16 4
Sat 10:0012:00All Saints Church of England, Foyle DSteOckendon, RM15 5HF

Sat 10:0612:00: Christian Gates of Praise International Christian Centr&37Bondon Rd, RM175Y



Osborne Term Dates for 2025-26 (Approved by Trust Board 24/09/24)
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= School Days = School Holidays = Bank Holidays

. = Weekends

= additions! sutumn

half term

. = Trust troming day
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